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11.7 UNEMPLOYMENT RATE

The unemployment rate is the percentage of the labour The unemployment rate is a key indicator of the health
force that actively seeks work but is unable to find work at of the economy and more generally of society. When

a given time. Discouraged workers—persons who are not economic growth is strong, the unemployment rate tends
seeking work because they believe the prospects of find- to be low and a person who wants a job is likely to experi-
ing it are extremely poor—are not counted as unemployed ence little trouble finding one. On the other hand, when
or as part of the labour force. the economy is stagnating or in recession, unemployment

tends to be higher. (source: Statistics Canada)
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Data for the County of
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by Stats Canada.

All percentages are
seasonally unadjusted
participation rates.
The data for Brantford
reflects 3 month
moving average.

For several years until
2009, Brantford’s
unemployment rate
remained at or below
the provincial and
national averages.
The rate increased
significantly through
most of 2009,
exceeding these
averages.
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