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Todayôs Content  

Ä Introduction to Brownfields 

 

Ä Relevance to Economic 

Development 

 

Ä Kitchener Project Examples  

 

 

 



Definition 

A property which contains environmental contamination either in the ground or buildings due to 

the operational activities of a previous land use, where the extent of the contamination rendered 

the property vacant, under-utilized, unsafe, unproductive or abandoned 

 



Canada's Industrial Revolution 

Ä 1840 ï 1990  

Ä Environmental Regs. 

Ä Society Norms 

Ä Benefits 

Ä Legacy 

 





Relevance  - The  ñDownsideò  

Ä Vacant lands & shells of buildings 

Ä Sites which may contain chemical contamination 

Ä Unsafe community areas - no public surveillance 

Ä Increased Municipal costs - Fire, Police & Bylaw  

Inspection 

Ä Low  level of assessment & tax generation 

Ä Increased greenfield servicing costs  



Relevance ï The ñAdvantageò  

 

Ä Available sites for new Infill development 

Ä Strategically located on major thoroughfares with good 
access and exposure to traveling public 

Ä Fully serviced with Hard Services (sewer, water, hydro) 

Ä In established communities with Soft Services (recreation, 
libraries, schools, etc..) 

Ä Previously planned - Official Plan & Zoning Bylaw  
requirements in place 

 



Relevance ï Policy Direction 

Ä Places to Grow 

Ä Region of  Waterloo 

Countryside Line 

Ä Rapid Transit 

Ä Intensification 

Ä Municipal Efficiency 

 

 



Record of Site Condition 

 
Â Certificate of Clean Up (remediation) 

Â Signed by Property Owner & Qualified Person (QP) 

Â QPs ï P. Geo; P.Eng. CETs, etc. ï Registered by MOE 

Source:  http://www.environet.ene.gov.on.ca/besr-ublic/generalSearch.do?action=redisplay 

 

Process: 

  Phase 1 ESA:   History of Land use and Operations on site. 

  Phase 2 ESA:   On-site Investigation ï compare to 256 elements 

   Remediation Action Plan  (Generic or Risk) & Costs 

 Execute Plan ïï Dig & Dump or Insitu  

 Sign & File  the RSC 

 

When Required:  

 

Ontario Reg 153/04 ï Moving to a more sensitive land use (Ind-Com to Res/Parkland)  

ROW Protocol ï OPA, ZC, Plan of Subdivision  & Consent. 

Purchase ï land transfer 

 

 

http://www.environet.ene.gov.on.ca/besr-ublic/generalSearch.do?action=redisplay
http://www.environet.ene.gov.on.ca/besr-ublic/generalSearch.do?action=redisplay
http://www.environet.ene.gov.on.ca/besr-ublic/generalSearch.do?action=redisplay


Kitchener RSCôs 2005 - 2011  

 

 

 



How do we get things Moving? 

Professional Assistance - Concierge 

 

Direct Action ï Public acquisition/partnership 

 

Financial Incentives 

Grants 

Fees (Waive or refund ï BP, Signs, Licenses, etc.) 

Development Charge Credits 

Tax Incremental Financing 

 

 



Kitchener Past Projects 







UW Health Sciences Campus 
Economic Development Investment Fund  

 BFG to City - $1 (community use)  

 City to UW - $30 million + 8 acres (with RSC) 





Kaufman Lofts Incentives  

Ä Exemption of Development Charges  

$1.4 million 

Ä Rebate of Planning an Building Fees 

($350K) 

Ä Waive Park Dedication Fees 

Ä Concierge service 



537 Frederick Street (2004)  

 

 

 


