
THE FUNDAMENTAL PILLARS OF THE VISION
The pillars form the foundation for key directions and strategies for the environment, 
parks, access, heritage and culture, destinations and neighbourhoods and districts.
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The Grand River valley and its tributaries are the framework for extensive natural features that include 
woodlands, wetlands, fens, cultural meadows and prairie landscapes. The significance of many of the 
natural features have been recognized through designation of Provincially Significant Wetlands, Earth 
Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest, Life Science Site and Environmentally Sensitive Areas.  A 
fundamental pillar of the Vision is to protect the natural features along the Grand River and its tributaries 
through buffers to adjacent development and to further enhance them through new planting that 
could link the natural features.

The Grand River is the main source of drinking water for the City of Brantford.  Protection and enhancement 
of water quality in the Grand River is of paramount importance to sustain both human and aquatic life, as 
well as other species, such as Bald Eagle and waterfowl, that depend on the River.  Of equal importance 
is the protection of groundwater quality/quantity and flow paths, particularly in the North west sector 
of the City, which is identified as both a Source Protection Area (SPA) and an Intake Protection Zone 
(IPZ)for the Municipal Water Intake located at Wilkes Dam.  The protection of groundwater quality and 
quantity is also critical to sustain natural features such as the prairie fen, Tufa Mounds, Provincially 
Significant Wetlands, coldwater fish habitat, stream baseflow/temperature, and other natural features 
that are dependent upon the groundwater regime.  The Grand River and its tributaries support a diverse 
aquatic ecosystem that includes habitat for several species at risk that are protected under the Federal 
Species At Risk Act and the Provincial Endangered Species Act.  Whiteman’s Creek and D’Aubigny Creek 
are coldwater tributaries to the Grand River, which provide habitat for coldwater fish species such as 
brook and brown trout.  The Grand River in the North west sector of the City also supports an Exceptional 
Waters designation upstream of the pedestrian/servicing bridge.  This designation is largely in part due 
to the existing water quality, groundwater discharge to the channel, and the associated fish and aquatic 
community that occurs in this reach of the Grand River.  One of the fundamental pillars of the Vision is 
to protect and enhance water quality through protection of existing natural features, enhancements 
to core natural areas, naturalized stream buffers, implementation of Best Management Practices for 
stormwater management (e.g. first-flush bio-swales at storm sewer outlets, retro-fits in older urban 
neighbourhoods), and protection/enhancement of the groundwater recharge/discharge regime.

The City of Brantford has a rich cultural heritage record that traces Aboriginal settlement patterns 
that date back 10,000 years and which also documents later European settlement activities. The Grand 
River plays an important role in communicating this extraordinary heritage record. Archaeological 
investigations along the Grand River have documented a wide range of sites, from camps of people 
who moved into southern Ontario at the end of the last Ice Age to the large and complex agricultural 
settlements of their descendants in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries A.D.  The Grand River 
also retains numerous above ground heritage resources including architecturally, historically, and 
contextually significant buildings and areas that may be considered valued cultural heritage landscapes 
such as the Mohawk Park and Canal, the Alfred Watts Hydro Generating Station, and the Holmedale 
neighbourhood. These resources present an opportunity to tell the story of 10,000 years of settlement 
and should be thoroughly understood before changes in land use occur.

The City has assembled extensive parkland along the Grand River. Parks include Waterworks Park, 
D’Aubigny Creek Park, Lorne Park, Fordview Park, Brantford and District Civic Centre and Gilkison Flats. 
These parks support a variety of largely passive recreation uses. Being in public ownership is a critical 
first step in managing use of these sensitive water’s edge locations. A fundamental pillar of the Vision 
is to manage the landscape character of the riverside parks to enhance the natural features and habitat 
of the Grand River and its tributaries. These special locations demand careful selection of recreation 
uses that depend on a water side location. Trails, picnic areas, lookouts, access for canoes and kayaks 
are examples of appropriate uses for River side parks. 

1. Link & Enhance Natural Features

2. Protect the Water Quality

3. Value Heritage Resources

4. Manage Naturalized Riverside Parks 
    & Plan for Recreation that Depends on 
    a Waterside Location
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Brant Waterways Foundation, the City and many other partners have been responsible for building 
70 km of recreational trails along the Grand River. These trails are a remarkable resource for walking, 
cycling, cross country skiing and snow shoeing. There is an opportunity to leverage the investment in 
the trails with improved interpretative signs, directional signs, distance markers, trail heads, rest areas, 
and other amenities along trail loops. The trail system is an obvious attraction for residents and can be 
marketed to visitors with an enhanced level of supporting facilities and amenities. 

A fundamental pillar of the Waterfront Master Plan is to promote authentic  tourism and economic 
activities that respond to and capitalize upon the natural, historic and cultural resources of the water, 
the shore and the natural features.  The Brantford Waterfront presents an unparalleled opportunity 
to attract residents and visitors to the water. Building on the significant ecological, cultural and 
archaeological features of the area, the Grand River and its tributaries will recognized as the City’s 
Waterfront Cultural Corridor , a destination for interpretation and celebration of the rich natural and 
cultural history.  Diverse needs can be exceptionally well met along the River, but this requires careful 
planning. Creating destinations and places of distinct character involves developing existing and new 
areas for gathering and celebration, entertainment, commemorative sites, education centres and unique 
recreation opportunities. 

It is imperative that the Grand River, its tributaries and the natural features they support are protected. 
A sensitive interface to adjacent development is an essential condition required to protect, maintain 
and enhance the ecological functioning of the system of natural features. The interface includes  a 
buffer, setbacks to built features, and appropriate uses that front, face and feature the natural heritage 
system. 

Protection of the natural heritage system  will be the responsibility of many stakeholders. The City, other 
government agencies, interest groups as well as the 90,000 residents living in Brantford will all have a 
role to play in protecting, for example, vegetation communities, fish and wildlife habitat, water quality 
and ground water sources. Enhanced awareness, and information on eliminating use of pesticides, 
appropriate landscape planting, effects of human activity on wildlife habitat, etc. will be essential to 
building a community wide understanding of the imperative for protecting Brantford’s natural heritage 
system.

The Grand River corridor within the City of Brantford is part of a 300 km long watershed that stretches 
from Dufferin County to Lake Erie.  It is the largest watershed in southern Ontario. The watershed 
measures 6,800 square kilometers, 20% larger than the size of Prince Edward Island. Within the City, 
the River and its associated natural areas, including tributaries represent the core natural heritage 
features in the waterfront master plan study area.  The protection, enhancement and restoration of 
the natural heritage system is based on an ecosystem and watershed approach, which recognizes the 
strong relationship to natural features outside of municipal limits. This Waterfront Master Plan should 
serve to inform the objectives and initiatives for the ongoing protection and repair of the Grand River 
in other municipalities in the watershed.

5. Celebrate & Leverage the Trails

6. Create & Promote the 
     Waterfront Cultural Corridor 

7. Plan for a Sensitive Urban Interface

8. Be a Model for 
    Environmental Stewardship

9. Plan Based on the Watershed
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