ADVOCACY LETTER TEMPLATE

[Your Name]

[Business Name]
[Business Address]
[Email / Phone Number]

[Date]

To:

MPP Will Bouma

Attorney General of Ontario Doug Downey
MP Larry Brock

Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada Sean Fraser

Re: Urgent Need for Provincial Action on Scrap Metal Theft and Justice Reform
Dear [Name/Title],

| am writing to you not just as a business owner in Brantford, but as someone whose
livelihood and sense of personal safety has been shaken by repeated theft and
vandalism. This is more than just a line on an insurance claim. It's the gut-wrenching
feeling of arriving at work in the morning only to find doors smashed in, copper wiring
stripped, equipment stolen, and staff completely shaken repeatedly. It's the call to police
that has become far too routine. It's the rising insurance premiums, the sleepless nights,
and the constant fear that it's only a matter of time before it happens again.

While | am encouraged that Brantford City Council acted last year, it's very clear that
the current municipal scrap metal bylaw is not enough to deter this activity. Criminals
know exactly how to exploit local regulations crossing city lines to avoid enforcement,
selling stolen goods with little or no consequence. We need a unified, province-wide

approach. A strong, enforceable provincial statute that leaves no loopholes for illegal



scrap metal trading and protects businesses across Ontario with consistent rules and
real accountability.

A provincial statute would establish a level playing field for businesses and recyclers
across Ontario. Standardized regulations would eliminate the confusion and disparity
caused by varying municipal rules, ensuring that all participants in the scrap metal
industry are held to the same standards.

Standardized regulations would improve compliance and reduce the risk of illegal
activities. Clear, consistent rules empower legitimate businesses to operate responsibly
while equipping authorities with the tools needed to identify and penalize non-compliant
offenders.

In addition to regulatory reform, we urge the Government of Canada to modernize the
Criminal Code to strengthen the bail system to better protect communities from repeat
offenders. Businesses like mine are often targeted by individuals with multiple prior
offenses who are released on bail only to reoffend within days. Time and again, the
same individuals who target our shops, our equipment, our buildings, are released back
onto the streets within days of arrest. There’s no deterrent. The bail system, as it
stands, is broken. And we are the ones paying the price.

This is not just about property damage, it's about people. It's about the trauma that we
as business owners and our staff carry, and the growing pressure that makes it harder
for small businesses like mine to survive.

[Insert Your Story Here:]

Feel free to personalize this letter with your experience. You can use the space below to
describe:

o A specific incident that impacted your business (e.g., when it occurred, what was
stolen or damaged, and what it cost you—financially and emotionally).

How many times your business has been targeted.

Increased insurance costs or difficulty securing coverage.

How this has affected your employees, customers, or ability to operate.

Any repeated offender incidents involving bail release.

| urge you to take immediate action:

o Transition the current municipal scrap metal bylaw into a comprehensive
provincial statute to create consistency and eliminate jurisdictional loopholes.

o Reform the bail system to better protect our communities from repeat, high-risk
offenders.

Our communities deserve better and we need meaningful, structural change and we
need your leadership to make it happen.



Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]
[Your Business Name]



