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« Identify arcnitecrural and
landscape improvements with
respect 1o private property,
which will serve to assist inter-
ested owners in the protecuon
and enhancemert of the area’s
heritage and character,

« Identify changes to the exisung
land use controls to facilitate the

implementation of the district
goals.

Study Process

This report is the result of a Gve
(5) stage study process:

« [nventory

» Analysis

» Policy Paper

+ Recommendations

» Final Report

- Terms of Reference

Public me=tings were neld at the
Inventory stage, the formuiaton of
a Policy Paper and az the commple-
tion of the Draft Report,

The study is jointly commissioned
by the Citv of Braatford and the
Brantford Herirage Committes.
The consultant has received input
irom the public and the City of
Brantiord Planning Department.

The public participation process
has resulied in the preparation of -
this Final Report.

In this report, Victoria Park
Square will refer to the entire
study area including buildings on
George, Wellington, Market and
Darling Streets. Victoria Park will
refer to the acmal park bounded
by Market, George, Wellington
and Darling Streets. "The Park”
will refer to Victoria Park and
“The Square” will refer to Victoria
Park Square.

Coet of Arms Brent County
Cour: House




Victoria Park Water
Fountain
on Market Street
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. Terms of Reference

Study Area

The study area is known as Vic-
toria Park Square, and is defined
by Bylaw 82-89, see Map "Study
Area". In general, this area covers
approximately 6.5 hectares and in-
cludes the following properties:

« Brantford City Hall and Provic-
cial Court

« Central Presbyterian Church

« Main Public Library (designated
under Part IV)

+ Park Baprist Church

» Wryatt, Purcell et al (offices in
converted dwelling)

» Zion United Church

« Bank of Montrzal

« Toronto Dominion Bank
« Canada Trust

» Canadian Foresters

« Bell Canada

» John Lind (offices in converted
dwelling)

» Brant County Cowrthouse and
Jail

« Brant County Registry Office

« Victoria Park (designated under

Part IV)

2.0

Objectives of the Study

The two primary objectivas of this
project are:

¢ To detzrmine the merits for
designation of the study area as
a heritage conservaton district
under Part V of the Ontario
Heritage Act.

» To develop an implementation
plan to provide direction for the
long-term development and
redevelopment of the area, if
designation is merited.

To achieve the primary objectives,
the following secondary objectives
must be addressed:

« Establish the specific boun-
daries of the Victoria Park
Square Heritage Coanservation
District.

« Establish goals, objectives and
priorides for the heritage
aspects of the study area.

« Establish policies and design
guidelines for the built environ-
ment, i respect to both public
and private structures.

o Identify improvements to public
facilites and works which will
serve to protect and enhance the
area’s heritage and characrer.
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Signage within Victoria Park

Introduction

Victoria Park Square is an
attractive, cohesive entity
within Downtown Brantford.
The inventory and analysis
verifies that the study area
satisfies the architectural,
historical and contextual
criteria of the Ontario
Heritage Act for designation
as a Heritage Conservation
District.

The study area possesses buildings
of both historic and architectural
importance and displays a fine ex-
ample of a traditional Town
Square. The buildings within the
study area form a very special col-
lection of consistently excellent ar-
chitectural quality with few
exceptions. These buildings form
a harmonious streetscape around
the Square. In addition, the for-
mal arrangement of buildings
around the "Union Jack” design of
Victoria Park form a rare compaosi-
tion, of not only municipal, but
also provincial significance.

However, the representative, his-
toric cohesion of this Square can
be quickly lost. For exarnple, the
replacement of some fine, older
structures at the southwest corner
of Market and Darling Streets with
modern buildings has not been
sensitive to the texture, scale and
character of the Square.

Executive Summary
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roposed Urban Design
Elements

LEGEND: ™,

I. Introduction of additional
green space in Ciry Hall
Corutyard

2 Formalizztion of surest
iree plaruing progrom

3. Formalization of curbsids,
sidewalk and rtrezt
crossing paving.

4. Introducion of addirional
format placiing beds within
Vicona Park

5. Development of interior

& Esgabichment of mid-hlock
petdasi<ian link (o bus
fermina! (funure and long term:)

7. Elimination of Courthouse
porking area and reintroduction
of proxsed and landseaped
area

& Formalization of distinctive
Pedestrion-scaled lighting progrem.

9. Replicae the library s1eps 1o
. provide emphitheacre setang.

N indi i,
- Cale eiring reex



Executive Summary

Issues

The following eight prime issues

"t have been distilled from the inven-
= tory and analysis section of this

study.

Ezasting Building
1. Definition of the boundary for

the Heritage Conservation
. District.

2. Preservation of the historic
fabric of the Square.

Renovation
Simple 2-storey addition 3. Establishment of the future
identity of the Square and its

related uses.

4. Expansion of the "green” nature
of the park into the surrounding
area.

Renovation
Classical design emphasis on
sround and 2nd floor

Modern Infill
Strong entry, emphasis on
Ground Floor

south view of Mariket Street

3

. Need to enhance the relation.-
ship between park and adjacent
_building facades.

. Establishment of linkages with
the Downtown Core and the
surrounding fabric.

Modem Infill
Ariculated floors and rooj-
repetitive columns

3.1

7. Establishment of handicapped
access to public buildings.

8. Establishment of a Heritage
Conservation District Plan
for Victoria Park and the

surrounding properties.

L
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Brant County Courthouse Window

These eight prime issues will
provide a basis for the estab-
lishment of Urban Design
Guidelines and Policies for the
built environment with respect to
both public and private structures.

These guidelines and policies will
serve three groups of people:

1. The Planning Department will
use guidelines and policies as a
part of the review of proposed
projects in the Study Area.



2. These guidelines and policies
should assist developers in the
design of projects by providing
explicit criteria for building.

i 3. These guidelines and policies

will benefit the public by ensuring
a premium quality of built
environment.

B [n view of this Study’s main pur-

Ml pose to preserve and enhance the

| unique historical character of Vic-
M8 toria Park Square, the recommen-
* dations in the development of
==mzmemees SDECIC planning guidelines, urban
City Hall floral planters degign_ guidelines and hertage

guidelines are as follow:

Planning and Heritage

o Guidelines

- N‘ig Land- use

«» Victoria Park should be zoned
opporunity for mid-block connecrions S public open space under the
in the future should be preserved open space restricted Zone
(0S1).

 The park should be designated
as the prime, public, open space
focus within the Downtown.

o The park should be revitalized
~ as part of a Heritage Master
Plan.

Bell Telephone Signage and soft
landscaping

Executive Summary

» The Ciry of Brantiord should
pass a By-Law designating Yic-
toria Park Square as a Herirage
Conservation District.

« Any infilling or redevelopment
in the area must reflect the exist-
ing charactier.

« Guidelines must be esiablished
for redevelopment and/or chan-
ges to buildings.

Urban Design Guidelines

Traffic

+ The traffic grid pattern created
by Market, Darling, Welling and
George Streets should be main-
tained.

« George Street should be con-
sidered as a public gathering
area with the library steps acting
as a natura! amphitheatre.

Parking

« In the long term, the small park-
ing area located in front of the
Registry Office should be
eliminated.



'1 Executive Summary

Pedestrian Circulation

« Greater pedestrian activity
should be encouraged by intro-
ducing an extensive, on-going
streetscape program.

« District paving patterns should
be introduced at corner cross-
ings.

«» The opportunity to develop
pedestnan-scaled, mid-block
connections at the bus terminal
and behind the Bank of
Montreal should be preserved
for future implementation when
merited.

Environment and Theme

« An on-going park and street tree
planting program should be for-
malized.

« A formal floral display program
should be maintained and en-
couraged throughout the
Heritage Conservation District.

» The park should be
programmed to provide year
round activities for Brantford
citizens.

33

Building Fabric

+ Building materials ahd architec-
tural details for renovations
sbould match the original build-

An example of a contem- Example of a modemn
porary interpretation of  alternaiive to infilling
the classical style for use  or additions employing
as an addition to or infill  similar elementis with

building adjoining the a contemporary inter-
tradifional building on pretation
the left.

« Architectural elements should
be appropriate to the building
style and integral to the design.

Wyar: Purcell et al
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Executive Summary

» New construction should be
cornpatible with existing build-
ings and building setbacks.

Landscape/Open Space

« Over the long term, the current
lockstone/concrete paving
within the walkway system
should be upgraded to a more
aesthetically pleasing, unique
paving pattern,

« A palette of streetscape furnish-
ings, benches, lighting fixtures,
garbage containers and signage
should be introduced through a
Streetscape Master Plan.

Signage

« Private building signs should be
dssigned as an integral part of
the building facade.

« Consideration should be given
to plaquing all buildings in the
recommended Heritage Conser-
vation District.

« Directional and informational
signage should be considered for
Victoria Park Square and the
Downtown.

Views and Vistas

o The formalized planting
program should be used to focus
views within Victoria Park
Square.



Originally, John Turner was a
mechanic. However, this
career was soon left behind
with the development of his
artistic skills which led to a
new and exciting profession
that would change his life.

He was sought after by the
Cubitt’s of London, the most
prosperous and skillful firm of
architects in the English -
speaking world. Upon taking
the position in their offices,
John exhibited a professional
strength which would be used
to his advantage in later years.

In 1830, John Tumer moved
to the "Village" of Brantford.
Throughout the following
vears, he watched Brantford
emerge from Village to Town,
and then from Town to City;
and he was responsible for the
design of many Courthouses,
Churches, Town Halls and
domestic buildings of
distinction. Three of his
buildings are found in Victoria
Park Square today, the Brant
County Courthouse, the Park
Baptist Church and the Zion
United Church. The
magnificent buildings he
created are monwments (o his
profession and skall.

Architecrural Srvle

Victorian Formal Park
(Picturesque Tree Planting)

— i —

Inventory

Introduction

The following report is developed
from a number of visits to the area
to note general building charac-
teristics, approximate ages and
condition as well as to understand
the general context and present
character of Brantford’s Victoria
Park Square . In July 1990, a con-
siderable number of photographs
were taken to illustrate existing
conditions and obvious probiems
which have to be tackled in any
program for appropriate conserva-
tion and/or renewal of the Victoria
Park Square area.

A brief historical background, aug-
mented by a summary and an as-
sessment of each property, is
intended to set a context for the
general guidelines of this study.

Victoria Park was originally laid
out in "Burwell’s Original Town
Plan of 1830" and fashioned after
the Union Jack by Architect John
Turner in 1861.

In 1886, the bronze and granite
statue of Joseph Brant was un-
veiled as the only statue of its kind
in North America. This created a
cenwral focal point in the park, to
which alt paths merge. In 1892,
the grapite drinking fountain was
donated by A. Harris, Son and Co.
and stands on the west face of the
park.

In the 1920’s, the firm of N.B. &
H.A. Duringron-Grubb proposed
a classical design for the park, of-
fering an alternative to the existing
landscaping. They prepared a
rigid, classical design with well-
trimmed border hedges, central
grass panels and raised walkway
curbs, along with a considerable
thinning of the trees.

|
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Dunington-Grubb Victoria Park

Layout
Architectural Significance

The Park’s original combination of
geometrical layout with a variety
of unshaped irees and shrubs al-
lowed to grow nawrally makes the
original plan a true statement of
its time.



Inventory

Market Street

A S P

Darling Street

Wellington Street

George Street
Victoria Park Before 1886

The park has become more rigid
and streamlined in the twentieth

entury, but the Union Jack plan
still exists.

Market Street

Darling Street

Pi/eHingron Street

George Street

Victoria Park Today
Contextual Significance

Victoria Park is contextually sig-
nificant. It is equally important as
the surrounding buildings in defin-
ing the public square. The park is
the visual focus of the square. The
entrances of three of the surround-
ing buildings are on an axis to the
radiating Union Jack Plan.

These buildings are the Andrew
Carnegie Librery, the Brant Coun-
ty Courthouse and the Brantford
City Hall Complex.

The starue of Joseph Brant tes the
park to the fountain ar City Hall
and to the statue of Alexander
Graham Bell at the Bell
Telephone Building. The
landscaping was designed to tie
the park visually to the Brant
County Courthouse, and helps
maintain visual ties between build-
ings on either side of the Square.

It is obvious that the original town
plan intended for Victoria Park
Square to be the focus of public ac-
tivity within Brantford, Historical-
ly, the Town Square provided an
area to gather and socialize on the
Sabbath and to muster the troops
during times of conflict.

Landscape Features of
Significance

The present layout of Victoria
Park is quite formal with all paths
radiating from the statue of Brant
at the centre.

Flower beds are limited to the
four corners and to the area im-
mediately surTounding the statue
of Joseph Brant, creating a sys-
tematic layout of colour.

Originally, Turner’s plan was
designed to form two concentric
circles, of typical tree specimens of
the period such as horse chestnut,

4.1



Inventory

black walnut and, predominantly
American elm. As the trees have
matured, views through the park
have been obstructed by the den-
sity of foliage and the low branch-
ing nature of the species.

The benches are quite comfori-
able and the quantities appear ade-
quate for the number of people in
the park at any given time. They
are sitnated in such a way as to
take full advantage of views.

The present lightng is unsym-
pathetic to the traditonal charac-
ter and formal nature of the park.
The City of Brantford is planning
to install new fixtures in the
Square surrounding Victoria Park.
These fixtures will be Coachman
14 style from the Belmont collec-
tion. These black lamp posts have
Eclipse etching and are manufac-
tured by King Luminaire. The
selected fixtures will be utilized

throughout Brantford’s downtown

to enhance the historic and

pedestrian character of the
downtown. The consistent use of
the one fixrure is intended 0 unify
and harroonize the sections of the
Downtown.

The current plans exclude the
provision of any new fixtures
within the park itself.

Attemprts at creating any edge
definition has been limited to the
use of park benches and grassed
boulevards, a very different layout
from the one suggested by
Dunington-Grubb.

The City of Brantford has current-
ly replaced the grass verges with in-
terlocking stones, introducing a
hard landscaping element and
reducing the amount of green in
the Victoria Park Square Study
Area. _



Building Classification

Nelson Street
N\ - I Y (= — .
John Lind Building [’——J_—[?—I Jranr CLunry Registry Office - ‘ LEGEND:
° . o City Hall
_ : A Buildings designated under
] ILLl— Part IV of OHA.
, . Buildings worthy of
J o ] Brant County Courthouse . —L_I—_— @ designation under Part IV of
. o OHA. :
] Bell Canada 3 ® o |
3 7 Buildings of architectural and/or
VAN /N : historical merit which contribute to the
~ Wellington N fStreet Central Presbyterian Church O character and quality of Victoria
. _——-—"_l .
A T S Park Square
e o Buildings of lesser architectural merit
but of contextual importance due to age
A and architectural style, representative of
| C A the development of Victoria Park Square
: Public Library and Downtown Brantford.
g — : Buildings not of architectural
Canada Trust Bilding 0 : I \ . .
“ BT e Park Baptist Church or historical merit, ie., replaceable.
L I
\ -/ -
" Darling Street
. @
3 L] | 0 I A
a a o B
3 ® o _
Torogto[Dominion Bank | | = | |Bank of Montreal yatt Pulcell et al
] T _ Zion United Church L
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Brant County

Courthouse

Built
18212

Architect
John Tumner

]

neo-Classical

Lontractor
William Mellish

/it
1861-62

ddi
1886
Late Italianate

Master Builder:
William Mellish

| Inventory

Historical Significance

This is the building in which The
Honorable Arthur Sturgis Hardy,
M.P. for Brant South, Provincial
Secretary-Commissioner of Crown
Lands, Attorney-General and
Prime Minister of Ontario, first
practised law.

Architectural Significance

Architectural detailing reflects a
number of building periods creat-
ing a picturesque, eclectic exterior.
Fine examples of the neo-Classical
period are reflected in the stepped
doorway, the first storey window
frame, the leaded glass skylights
fan transom over the main door-
way and the pictorial keystones.

The wings, built in 1861, duplicate
the detail of the original building
except for the bracketed eaves and
pediments which (with the raising
of the roof) create a slightly
Italianate character. The detailing
is somewhat eclectic common to
neo-classical buildings of the early
Victorian period exhibiting motifs
borrowed from a classical back-
ground. The high Victorian style
of 1886 adds a vertical accent to
each end of the building in con-
trast to the essential horizontality
of the composition.

The Greek Revival period is well
represented in detail such as the
fret and Doric pilasters of the
central portion of the building,
while the Renaissance period is
reflected in the window heads,
brackets, oversized British Coat of
Arms and the massive chimneys.

el T b,
ATk learnir

|‘l‘ .‘
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Exterior pilasters

Inventory

The later towers exhibit a typical
Victorian eclecticism, The rear
elevation is an interesting pastiche
of early and various, more moder
additions.

Contextual Significance

As omne of the original and most
distinguished buildings in Victoria
Park Square, the Courthouse sets

a standard for the surrounding
buildings to follow. The scale of
the building makes it the most
predominant in the area. Itstrong-
ly defines the north-central edge
of Victoria Park Square.

Interior Features of
Significance

The tntenor of the Courthouse is
finished predominantly in oak with
intricately carved details at the

pilasters, stairs, doors and window

heads.

The courtroom space has been
preserved, but its details no longer
reflect the original but rather the

44

refurbishing and craftsmanship of
the 1386 alterations.

The grandeur of the building is
maintained through the use of
mosaic floor tiles, metal ceiling
panels (painted over), probably
turn of the century, and froste
glass windows.

Landscape Features of
Significance

The expansive lawn is the main ele-
ment of the front yard of the court-
house, with large sugar maples and
other specimen trees scattered
throughout. The face of the build-
ing is lined with cedars and colour-
ful flowerbeds, helping 1o create a
visual link between Victoria Park
and the Brant County Courthouse.

The symmetrical landscape plan
greatly enhances the central
walkway which is located on the
central axis of Victoria Park and
leads to the statue of Joseph
Brant, acting as the central focus.




brant County
Registry Office

Elr"zt
1920

Architect

F.C. Bodley
Architecturgl Style
Bemux Arts Neo-Classical

Confractor,
Shuilz Bros.

e ———————

—

Inventory

Architectural Significance

The building period is a ine ex-
ample of Beaux Arts Classicism
which is reflected in the lomnic, un-
fluted columns, moulded cornice
and pediments.

Contextual Significance

The use of stonework and fine

detailing, similar to the Cour-

thouse, creates a harmonious
relationship between the two.

The building’s classic
design is compatible

with many of the
. other institutional
A\ Dbuildings that form
- the Square. There
was also a very
conscious attempt

materials.

to create a fire-proof
building through the
use of stone and metal
as principal building

Landscape Features of
Significance

There is a lack of landscape fea-
tures, apart from the asphalt park-
ing lot, at the entrance to the
puilding,

The existing concrete planters do
little to mask the pariking lot. The
visual continuity between the
landscape of the Park, the Brant

County Courthouse and the Brant

County Registry Otfiice is
diminished by the existing parking
lot.

Historically, the car parking area
in front of the registry office did
not exist. The grassed front yard
extended across the site to George
Street. Hedge planting attempts
to buffer the building entrance
from the adjacent parking area,
but in doing so, it separates both
visually and physically the Registry
Office and Brant County
Courthouse.




City Hall Complex

dut
1965

Arcnitectural Stvle
Modern

Architect
Michael Kopsa

Confractor
Ver Masun

| Inventory

Architectural Significance

In 1964, Michael Kopsa won the
design competition set up by the
City of Brantford for his City Hall
design.

The building is a fine example of
Modernism reflecting a definite
period of architecture in Ontario,
with its free form design,
simplicity and "forceful” use of con-
crete. The extensive use of this
material creates a sense of
monumentality. Used for cen-
turies as a building material con-
crete has a visual and physical
strength that donates permanence
and stability. The concrete was
given added interest and texture
through the use of rough-sawn
Douglas fir formwork.

Similar to other buildings in the
Square, the City Hall reflects a

T ——————————————————————————

4.6

particular period of architecture,
Contextual Significance

The Architect, Michael Kopsa,
wanted to maintain the County
Courthouse as the prime visual
focus along the north edge of the
Square.

The building is successiul with its
integration into the Square due to
its two and one half storey height,
window rhythm and subdued con- -
crete hue, (21l similar to existing
buildings in the Square).

As well, Michael Kopsa attempted
to integrate the axiometric layout
of the park into his design by creat-
ing a courtyard on a direct
diagonal axis to Victoria Park, thus
enhancing the existing layour and
maintaining the integrity of design
within the Square.




Inventory

Interior Features of
Significance

Unfinished concrete used on the
exterior of the building is carried
into the interior, maintaining the
same massive forms and creating a
fluid contipuity from the exterior
to the interior spaces.

Landscape Features of
Significance

Landscaping has focused mainly
on the use of hard elements such
as concrete and steel. A central
court and walk was established
with minimal planting and green
space. The central court maintains
the same stark simplicity as the
building.

4.7

A noticeable fault of the central
courtyard, is its lack of integration
with the soft landscaping of Vic-
toria Park. Thers is very little op-
portunity to use the central court
as a gathering and viewing area
due to its size and use of hard
landscaping.




Central
Presbyterian Church

Bujit
1960

ftecn e:

Modem Ecclesiastical

|
. Inventory

Architectural Significance

The Church is a modern design
with Gothic overtones. The
Gothic style is reflected in the win-
dows and the high-reaching tower,
while the form and composition
are a fine example of twentieth
century church architecture.

Contextual Significance

The tower and the windows create
a sense of grandeur, similar to
Park Baptist and Zior United
Church, while the projecting por-
tico brings the building back down
t0 a human scale, similar to the
door on the Canadian Foresters
Building. The raised entrance is
sirnilar to the Public Library and

the concreie capped retaining wall
visually ties the Library, Church
and City Hall together. The subtle
texture of rough hewn stone in
warm natural hues and the use of
subdued colours and finishes is
compatible with the other build-
ings in the Square and its scale
creates a visual harmony.

Landscape Features of
Significance

The landscaping of hedges and
cedars appears appropriate to the
scale of the building, Like Vic-
toria Park, the landscaping is very
formal.



Main Public Library

Bujlr

1902-1904

drechitect

Stewart, Stewart and Taylor

Architectural Stvle
Beaux Arts Neo-Classical

Confractor
Shultz Brothers

- ————— ————

Inventory

Historical Significance

This is one of the finest examples
of an Andrew Carnegie Library of
this size and cost, still remaining in
Canada. It is currently designated
under Part 4 of the Ontario
Heritage Act.

Architectural Significance

In the Carnegie tradition, the
facade of the building encompas-
ses a number of distinct architec-
tural forms. The most noticeable
is the long, hipped roof with a
large portico supported by cement,
Ionic columns. Many inscriptions
appear on the building including:
famous English authors BN
at first storey window SRR
pediments, the

name of the

£
=

Library at the portico entablature
and a Latin verse above the door.
The dome above the portico is sig-
nificant because it completes and
greatly enhancas the beaux arts
tradition, helping to create a for-
mal air of learning.

Contextual Significance

The use of ionic pillars, bracket-
ing, tight rows of deep windows
and brick create a harmonious
relationship between this building -
and the rest of the Square. The
main entrance maintains the
monumental sense of the Square
first introduced in the County
Courthouse. The scale of the
overall building maintains a visual
continuity from building to
building.

ke

]

il

.r.m_-aml‘ﬂlﬁ:l.
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The Library is, as are the Cour-

thouse and the City Hall, arranged

on a horizontal axis to the park.
Its siting maintains the continuity
of views and the formality and in-
tegrity of the Square design.

Interior Features of
Significance

The grandeur of the entrance is
carried to the interior of the
Library through the use of such
material as marble and stained
glass. This is enhanced through
the use of such exterior elements
as Ionic pillars and moulded cor-
nices. The dome and main ves-
tibule is lit through the use of
stained glass. Details include an
iron grated rosette, reminiscent of
Islamic tracery.

4.10

Landscape Features of
Significance

Foundation planting consists of
cedars and small flower beds
lining the face of the building, -
The building is grand and seems to
require further formal landscaping
which would help link it visually to
the Park and the Brant County
Courthouse.




Park Baptist Church

it

1861-83

Architect

John Tumner
Architectural Srvie
Late Gothic Revival

it
Vestibule built 1910

Contractor
Thomas Large

F Inventory

Historical Significance

The Church represents an exten-
sion of John Turner’s conception
of Victoria Park Square, Buiit
only 30 years later, the brickwork
and detailing strongly resemble
the Brant County Courthouse in
their complexity.

Architectural Significance

As a fine example of late Gothic
Revival in its eclectic detail and
High Victorian appearance, this
Church has many unique architec-
tural elements.

The Victorian Style is represented

in the intense red and black faced
brick, emphasizing the
elaborate

Wﬁl&;}'&ml‘

it

1y

overpowerning hip-roofed towers
and the even finely polished
granite Corinthian pillars. The
Gothic Style is refiected in the
stone-capped buttresses, pointed
arch windows and blind arcading
to the towers.

Perhaps the most inspiring feature
of the Church is the large, stained
glass wheel or rose window, above
the vestbule built in 1910, and the
smatler wheel windows to either
side of the nave. These serve to
enhance the building, helping to
make it almost as prominent as the
Brant County Courthouse.

—
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Contextual Significance

Built after the Brant County
Courthouse, the Chuich neverthe-
less forms a harmonious relation-
ship with other buildings in the
Square in terms of period, scale
and architecture.

As the Courthouse with its towers
efine the north-central edge of

Victoria Park Square, the towers

of the Church help to define the

southeast corner

of the Square.

Interior Features of
Significance

The interior of the Church is as
grand as the exterior. Allwood is
oak finished in a very dark stain.
The pews and gallery are semi-cir-
cular with railing and armrests

Anichad 3m Aals caemd srrmmas e oo

The front wall of the nave is filled
completely with pipes for the pipe
organ. The ceiling is octagonal in
shape with plaster mouldings. In
addition, the seating is arranged in
a circular plan.

The combination of all elements
maintains a continuity of form,
creating an awe-inspiring sense of
grandeur and elegance from ex-
terior to interior.

Landscape Features of
Significance

‘Typically, churches were built
right to the street line where the
parishioners could congregate and
arrive by carriage. In many cases,
elaborate strest-paving patterns
would designate the church
entrance. As aresult, there are no
significant landscape elements
other than the sidewalk ercircling

S SRR S &I | B



Wyatt Purcell
Building

Buil
1870s

Architectural Sovle

Tialignate and Second Empire

|
|
1

Inventory

Architectural Significance

This building is Italianate in style
with Classical overtones. The Clas-
sical style is reflected by the pos-
tico supported on Corinthian
columns. The brackets at the roof,
the round-headed windows, and
the stained glass transom at the
first siorey windows are Edwar-
dian changes. Reilecting the
Second Empire style is the distinc-
tive mansard roof, typical of the
building form of the period. This
building has seen a number of
renovations throughout the years
including the front porch.

Contextual Significance

The facade of the building reflects
a very formal and symmetrical
layout similar to many other build-
ings in the Square.

The applied, raised entrance and
portico is similar to the Canadian
Foresters Building and the Centrat
Presbyterian Church. Mimicking
Bell Canada and the Public
Library porticos, it attempts 10
add a sense of grandeur and
monumentality.

The building’s visual przsence at
the intersection of George and
Darling Streets has besn
weakened by the loss of 2 formal
front lawn as a result of the corner _
parking lot.

Although grandly scaled for 2
house, it is less significant com-
pared to other buildings in the
Square. Restoration or sympa-
thetic renovation of the Second
Empire and Italianate building ele-
ments of the original design would
greatly enhance the appearance
and visual presence of this build-
ing as part of Victoria Park Square.
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Interior Features of
Significance

The wrought iron used on the por-
tico and stair railing was in-
tegrated into the interior and used
as ceiling mouldings, similar to the
Park Baptist Church. The floors
have been retiled in vinyl asbestos,
but all mouldings appear to be
original.

Landscape Features of
Significance

Cedars, trees, lawn and flowerbeds
are well maintained, adding colour
and harmony between the building
and the Park. However, there has
been 0o attempt to landscape the
parking lot at the west side of the
building.

4.14



Zion United Church

Built
1857-39
Architect
John Turner

Archi ral
Gothic Revival

Contractor
Messrs. Rae & Broughton

Alterarions:

1867 (gallery and porch); 1852
{gallery, school rooms &
stained glass windaws)

Architectural Stvie
Vietorian Jacobean Revival

Contractor
Messrs. Rae & Broughton

!
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Historical Significance

The Church is one of the oldest
functioning public buildings in Vic-
toria Park Square and is associated
with such peopie as Rev. William
Cochrane, one-time Moderator of
the Presbyterian Church in
Capada, and George Brown,
Father of Confederation.

Architectural Significance

The building is a fine example of
Gothic Revival, This is reflected
in the buttressed tower with metal
spire and the pointed arched win-
dows, vents and doors.

The windows in the east wing are
flat-headed, multi-paned double
casements.

15

The details and strong verticality
and symmetry of the church build-
ing itself allows it to dominate the
composition, creating a responsive
similarity to the other churches on
the square.

Contextual Significance

The buff brick of the building
maintains a sympathetic relation-
ship between the Church and the

rest of the buildings, surrounding
the park. The high, reaching-
steeple creates, though no
longer the more appropriate
broach- spine form of the
original, a sense of

crandeur, similar to

the Co house and the Park
Baptist Church, helping to
define the Square’s south-

east ! § corner.
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Interior Features of
Significance

The interior is currently being
renovated, but what remains ex-
hibits strong Gothic overtones.
The {inishes are oak, stained a
deep brown, similar to the Park
Baptist Church. The gallery has a
wrought iron balustrade.

The stained glass windows are very
intricately detailed. The sconces
and hanging lights are very simple.

The verticality of the exterior is
carried into the interior and
reflected in the hanging lights and
pipe organ.

4.16

Landscape Features of
Significance

There are no landscape features of
significance. There is insufficient
space around the building for
landscaping. The back lane or
walkway between the Zion United
Church and the Bank of Montreal
is of interest as it lies on the north-
south axs of the park, which is ter-
minated by the Courthouse
entrance to the north.




Bank of Montreal

Built,
1913-14

Architect
MeKim, Mead & White
Architectural Style

Beamsxz Arts neo-classical

. Inventory

Historical Significance

The Bank is a fine example of a
typical Bank building buiit during
Brantford’s building boom of
1908 - 1914.

Architectural Significance

The building is one of the best ex-
amples of the Beaux Aris Style in
Brantford as is reflected in the
simplicity of balance, proportion
and detailing of the architecrural
elements.

The stone has a smooth-faced
finish separated by the projecting
portico supported by plain-shafted
Ionic columns. Any decoration is
limited to the Bank inscription,
the curved coat of arms in the tym-
panum of the portico, the ar-
chitrave and entrablature of the
entrance and sill course above,

Contextual Significance

A relationship is established be-
tween the porticos of the Bank,
the Main f

4.17

Public Library, and the Bell
Telephone Building, reinforcing
the grandeur of the Square. The
warm grey hue of the walls creates
a harmonious relationship be-
tween such buildings as the City
Hall and the Canadian Foresters
Building,

Interior Features of
Significance

The interior of the Bank has -

recently been renovated with such

elements as an acoustic ceiling and
quarry tile floor.

However, the Ionic detailing has
been carried within the Bank in
terms of false columuns. Some wall
and door details appear to be
original.

Landscape Features of

Significance

Foundation planting is found
along the north face of the build-
ing, reducing the starkness that
would otherwise exist.




Toronto Dominion
Bank

Buill
1678

Architectural Srvle
Modermn

% Inventory

Architectural Significance

‘The Bank represents a typical
modern Toronto Dominion Bank

of the modern "International” style

of the twenrieth century. The rec-
tangular, simple box form of ar-
chitecture, and the "minimalist"
detailing is typical of the style.
The building is similar to other
Toronto Dominion Branches
across Southern Ontario.

Contextuoal Significance

The building does not appear to
belong to the Square as the scale
and use of materials is foreign to
the majority of buildings in the
study area. There is no apparent
visual connection between the
building and Victoria Park.

4.13

Landscape Features of
Significance

There are no landscape features of
significance aside from the bus
stop bench to the north of the
building.




Canada Trust
Building

Built
1964-1967

Architectural Stole
Modem

Contractor
Pigotr Construcrion

] Inventory

Architectural Significance

This building represents 2 modern
infiil sirnilar to the Toronto
Dominion Bank in terms of its
storefront.

False, fluted columns line the
facade of the building in an at-
tempt to mimic the lonic column.
The frst storey is clad in black
granite, the second in stone panels
and the third in metal siding. The
use of materials help define the-
building levels, however, the build-
ing design is less unified due to the
variety of materials on the building
and lacks the sense of "presence”
of the neighbouring Canadian
Foresters and Bell buildings.

Contextual Significance

There was an attempt to maintain
some form of harmony between
this building and the others. The
second storey windows are similar
1o the Bank of Montreal and the
Canadian Foresters Building, with
the exception that they are flush
rather than recessed.

The vse of black granite on the
false Ionic columns is similar to
the false columns at the entrance
to the Canadian Foresters Build-
ing. The scale and proportion of
the building were compromised by
the addition of the blind third

£.19

storey. Though the setback and
colour of this later feature attempt
to minimize its effect, signs here
are particularty disruptive to the
architecture of the building,

Landscape Features of
Significance

There is very little landscaping at
the facade of the building. There
is a break between the Canada
Trust building and the Canadian
Foresters building to the north, -
similar to that between Zion
Church and the Bank of Montreal.
The space is presently a car park-
ing area on the horizontal axis of
the park, directly across from the
Public Library.




Canadian Foresters
Building

Buil:

1952

Architect
Architect FI. Kernp

Architectural Srvle

Neo—classical Revival

Contractor

Cromar Construction

Inventory

Architectural Significance

This building is a fine example of
modern neo-Classicism, reflected
in izs use o7 classical proportions
and building elements. For ex-
ample, the use of Ionic details
around the doorways. The Ionic
band stretched over the doorway
gives the entrance a "squat” ap-
pearance. The base or plinth of
the building is black granite which
acts as a visual anchor., The
remainder of the building is
finished in panels of smooth stone
veneer.

Contextual Significance

The windows are similar in propor-
tion to the Bank of Montreal. The
raised entrance is similar to other
buildings in the Square. It creates
a grand entrance and reinforces
the monumental and institutional
character of the buildings in the
study area.

The soft colour hue and scale of

the building creates a visual con-
tinuity, harmonizing it with other
buildings in the Square.

Interior Features of
Significance

There was an attempt to continue
the grandeur of the exterjor design
of the building to the interier, by
finishirg the main vestibule in
marbie, The doors are finished
with a wood moulding maintaining
a relationship with other buildings
in the Square.

Landscape Features of
Significance

The small cedars and lawn in front
of the building create a very for-
mal appearance and reinforce the
building style. Sirnilar to the Bell
Canada building to the north, the
facade of the Foresters Building is
buffered from the street edge by a
grassed lawn area.




Bell Telephone

Built
1949

Architect
Marani & Morris
Modem Neo-Classical

Contractor
Johnson Bros. Co. Ltd.

— —T ————-
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Historical Significance

Represents the conversion of the
telephone to the direct dial system
replacing operator assistance.

Architectural Significance

The building is a fine example of
simple, modern neo-classical style
which is reflected in the building’s
austerity and emphasis on simple
planes and strong linear patterns.
The flat, rectangular geometry of
the building displays the new
modernism of the period. A
horizontality of the building is
created by the wide portico. The
repetition of the tall columns,
however, maintain a visual ap-
pearance of height and monumen-
tality. Classicism is apparent in the
symmetry, the attenuation and flut
ing of the columns and vertical
bands of small windows alongside,

yet is touched with an inescapable

modernity in the subdivision of
sash into horizontally propor-
tioned rectangles. The portico and
statue of Alexander Graham Bell
is reminiscent of the Lincoln

Memorial in Wasningion D.C.,
lending itself to the Classical Style.

Contextual Significance

The grandeur of the main entrance
and portico ties the building to the
Bank of Moutreal and the Main
Public Library, reinforcing the for-
mal atmosphere of Victoria Park
Square. The use of subdued
stonework creates visual harmony
from building to buiiding.

The Bank of Montreal, the City
Hall and Bell Telephone, being
very similar in colour and heighr,
anchor the three corners of the
Square, Similarly, the County
Courthouse, the Park Baptist
Church and Zion United Church
help to define the extent of the
Square.

Interior Features of
Significance

The interior of the Bell Telephone
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ouilding differs completely from
the exterior of the building, The
current, very modern interior has
eliminated any harmony that
might have existed,

Landscape Features of
Significance

The landscaping is not too exten-
sive and appears appropriate to
the scale of the building. Planters
and flowers add colour to the site
visually linking the building to Vic-

toria Park. Historically, the foun-
dation planting would have been
limited in order for the building to
remain prominent in the
landscape. The entrance steps and
the stone-walled planters on either
side are a dominant feature adding
to the monumentality of the
entrance.




John Lind Building

Architectural Stvle

Italianate

Inventory

Architectural Significance

The building is Italianate in style
with classical overtones reflected
in the portico with Doric columns.
However, unlike other buildings in
the Square, this entrance is
recessed into an integral corner of
the building, The bracketing at
the roof is similar to the Wyatt Pur-
cell Building and is typical of
Italianare buildings of the period.
This building, like the Wyatt Pur-
cell, has undergone many altera-
tions from its original form
including the pilastered addition
with ornate brick frieze to the
south, whose form is at variance
with the original house, as well as
the fenestration to the Market
Street front.

Contextual Significance

The windows ara recessed, with a
segmented head, similar to some
of the windows on the County
Courthouse. However, they ap-
pear out of proportion to all others
due to the piacement of elongated
openings, two being doors to bal-
conies above the porches at the
second storey and the fixed
awnings hooding the lower win-
dows.

Landscape Features of
Significance

There are no real landscape fea-
tures of significance; however,
some small shrubs do exist.




Dalhousie
Streetscape -
George to Market
Streets

— —

| Inventory

This block plays a vital role in the -
support of Victoria Park Square as
a historical district. The north side
ot the block facing the former
Market Square comprises two
main buildings in the east half and
a series of relatively narrow fronts,
mostly rebuildings or defacements,
in the west half. The principal
buildings are mid to late Victorian
designs warranting careful con-
sideration and a single early 20th
century terra cotta "eye-stopper”
requiring special mention.

Due to the architectural sig-
nificance of the buildings in this
block, a preliminary assessment of
the principal buildings was under-
taken by the consultant team. The
following pages document the key
buildings within this particular
block of Dalhousie Street., Some
nistorical information was ex-
tracted from reports by both G.N.
Jacobs and Karel Kippers.
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Commercial
Buildings

138 Dalhousie Street
(Royal Victoria
Place)

Buiit

1881

Architect

John Turner
Architectural Stvle
Late Itqlianare

Contractor
Williarn Watt

Inventory

Historical Significance

Designac by Architect John
Turner who was responsible for
the Brant County Courthouse, the
Park Baptist Church and the Zion
United Church; this building once
contained the Public Library and
several Church offices.

Architectural Significance

This building represents an inter-
esting mix of Italianate and other
late Victorian styles.

The main bulk of the structure in-
corporates a low roof, eaves with a
minimal cormice, a corbelled
arcaded frieze IN
below the
cornice, second f
£,

storey windows £
with semi-circular £
heads, centre ;
keystones with
incised

ation and hood-moulds in a slight-
ly pointed form above, joined to
form a string course or horizontal
band encircling the building. All
these details are of brick or stone,
the material of the building’s con-
sttuction in 1881

The top storey of the building ex-
hibits segmentally-headed win-
dows, with similar hood moulds
over the windows joined to form a
string course. Here the sills are
joined to form a continuous sill
course. This arrangement of win-
dows on the second and third
storey was often repeated in
Brantford’s early buildings, and at
one time assured a harmomous,
regularized and integrated style se-
quence to the Down-.
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Tall chimneys on the George
Street side complete that roofline.
The six chimneys have been
rebuilt, with a broader base sup-
porting a narrower shaft. There is
a black air vent toward Darling
Street behind and a fire wall divid-
ing the section on George Street,
built a few years later from the
original building.

‘This marked horizontality is inter-
rupted by the vertical, tower-like
feature which frames the entrance
to the upper floors, emphasized by

‘rusticated piers on both sides and
crowned by a gable. Here there is
a certain eclecticism, the detail
reminiscent of a castle, the twin,
round-headed windows set in deep
recesses, the gable decorated with
aroundel in brick, all adding a cer-
tain charm and variety. Above the
third floor is the datestone denot-
ing the structure as "Commercial
Buildings".

All these features are placed har-

moniously. The bold frieze
resembles an arcaded machicola-
tion. Below a brick string course
with dogtoothing also serves to cap
the brick pilasters dividing the
facades. These pilasters are rusti-
cated, providing a vertical em-
phasis to balance the horizontal
elements of the design and adding
stature to the building.

There are three windows closely
spaced to the two sections west of
the entrance to the upstairs on the
Dalhousie front, and two in the
bay to the east. The rounded
corner serves to bring the design
features smoothly from one street
to the other, without a break for
the eye and two windows to each
bay occur along the George Street
side. Both corner and entrance
bays have single windows. Note
also the recessed brick panels be-
tween the storeys. An interesting
comparison of some of the design
features can be found in the Cour-
thouse by the same architect, John
Turner.

Contextual Significance

Because the building was designed
by John Turner and once housed
the Brantford Public Library, the
building holds a strong historical
tie with Victoria Park Square it-
self. It helps extend the architec-
tural influence of the Square to
the Downtown, thus creating a
cohesive entity within the heart of
the City.

Interior Features of
Significance

The structure appears to be
reasonably sound but finishes in
the upper floors are sadly
neglected.



Commercial Hotel

Builr
1830 - 1861

drchitecral Style

Neo-Classical (Vernacular)

Buildine includes: .
122/124 Polonaise Deli
126 Bob's Tobacco

128 Mr. Submarine

130 Granada

134 Vacant

- Inventory

Historical Significance

Oume of the first of Brantford’s
original hotels, built from the
1850s to the 1860s.

Architectural Significance

As a fine example of the Neo-Clas-
sical vernacular of the early Vic-
torian period, this three storey,
brick block is characteristic of com-
mercial and hotel buildings of the
mid-19th century.,

The original effect of the building
has been compromised by its khaki
green coating which covers the
polychrome brickwork on the
upper storey, as well as with the
changes to the shopfront.

The original design of the building
seemms to be somewhat ahead of its
tirne, as reflected in the segmental
headed Venetian window and
other openings with projecting
brick labels on the second floor.
These features became more com-
mon in the 1870s and 80s.

Building balance is maintained
with a disciplined pilaster treat-
ment of the third storey.

The building appears
to have been g
extended
westwards

427

in the same design as is reflected
from the position of the large win-
dow feature,

Interior Features of
Significance

As the Commercial Building, the
structure is reasonably sound but
finishes are neglected. This is rep-
resented in slight deformations at
doorways.

Contextual Significance

As part of Brantford’s heritage,
this building is significant in terms
of reflecting Brantford’s early com-
mercial prosperity. In conjunction
with the adjacent commercial
buildings, the building creates a
significant portion of the har-
monious heritage streetscape.

The interior of
the building is
of structurat
wood cons-
truction.



Trust and
Guarantee Co. Ltd.
114 Dalhousie Street
Biit

1905

Architectural Stvle

Beawr Arts

Inventory

Architectural Significance

A fine example of a commercial
building in the Beaux Arts style,
the main facade is unique because
of the derivation from the odd
number of bays in the classical
manner. The building contains a
two-bay facade. On the main floor
it contains a framed single-light
window with full-width transom
above and a later less sympathetic
aluminum entryway with single
door sidelights and transom. On
the second floor, it contains two
recessed bay windows which,
regrettably, have been replaced by
blank single-light double glazing,
destroying the intimate scale of
this building,

The Dalhousie Street facade ex-
terior is largely composed of

glazed terra cotta. The entabla-
ture at the top of the building is

delineated with joint lines. A cir-

cular patera is located at either
end of the entablarure. The en-
tablature is supported by three
caryatids with ornate capitals. The
three caryatids are located at the
centre of the pilasters which have
small decorated blocks at the base.
Spandrels with five paterae com-
plete the section above the
recessed bay windows and less or-
nate spandrels are located above
the main floor window and
entrance. The base of the building
is constructed of cut stone. The
building has a flat roof.

428

Contextual Significance

The former Trust and Guarantes
Co. Ltd. has a unique and intri-
cate facade compared with the sur-
rounding buildings. The white
terracotta exterior contrasts with
the brick exterior of nearby struc-
tures. The building is harmonious
in its scale and massing with the
surrounding streetscape. Itisa
"one of a kind" in Brantford’s
Downtown, if not one of a kind
anywhere.
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Holstein/ Friesian
Building
41 George Street

{Old Post Office and Custom
House),

Built

1880

Architecnira! Stvle

Second Empire Style

|
. Inventory

Historical Significance

The former Post Office and
Customhouse.

Architectural Significance

This building is a fine example of a
Federal building built in the
Second Empire style.

The two and a half storey building
has five bays each on George
Street and Dalhousie Street. The
original floor plan is rectangular.
Later, arectangular addition with
eight bays was added on the
George Street facade which com-
promised the facade of the build-
ing.

o

i

L]
sh
e

The building is finished in "white"
(ie., buff) brick laid in a Flemish
bond pattern. Brick detailing in-
cludes voussoirs, radiating bricks
springing from ornamented
haunch stones to the central
projecting keystone.

Stone detailing includes four
horizontal string courses, semi-cir-
cular haunched and segmented
labels with keystones at the first
floor and second floor. There is a
British crown emblem located at
the centre bay above the first floor
windows.

The third floor fenesrarion of the
building is characterized by man-
sard dormers. The dormer facing
George Street consists of a group
of three wood, double hung win-
dows, and an elliptical dormer
roofline. The dormer is adorned
with brackets.
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Architecrural Design

{ Essential Concepts

In considering the guidelines for
urban dasign in Brantford’s Vic-
toria Park Squars, it is important
to understand essential architec-
tural design concepts that apply to
broad urban patterns, as well as to
the design of an individual build-
ing.

Scale

Good infill development will pos-
sess a predominance of slements
within its facade that do not ex-

eed 1 1/2 times the beight of the
human body (the human body with
outstretched arms). Elements
such as window and door open-
ings, balconies or terraces can
provide a desired effect when
viewed by pedestrians at street
level,

Buildings of one, two and three
storeys may possess a sense of
human scale due to their height;
however, unless the facade ele-

ments reinforce the visual sense of

scale, these buildings may appear
dominating and oppressive to the
pedestrian.

Visual accessibility is enhancad by
well-scaled entrance treaimen,

Scale also applies to space. Spaces
between buildings are very impor-
1amnt.

Balance/Unity

Balance can exist in one facade or
several through careful manipuia-
tion of solids or voids. A sym-
metrical or "static” balance exists
when one side of a facade is the
identical reverse of another. An
asymmnietrical or "dynamic"
balance, while more complex, can
be achieved by the arrangement of
non-identical or unpaired parts.

Unity through balance can be
achieved while each facade retains
its individuality and yet extends
that characteristc bevond to ad-
jacent structures.
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Proportion

To prevent incohesive and frag-
mented streetscapes, the relation
of one dimension to another must
be acknowledged. Ratios of
length to width, as shapes of an ar-
chitectural facade, have different
effects.

Where buildings are aligned and
seen together, the relationship be-
tween their proportons is dif-
ferent. Established architectural
proportions have proven to work
well visually.

An agreement along a street
facade as to proportion brings har-
mony to the streetscape. Consis-
tency is important and is reflected
- through well proportioned design.

Rhythm

Rhythm of a building facade is
demonstrated through the place-
ment of windows, wall areas or ar-
chitectural features. Solids and
voids create interest when varia-
tion in rhythm is applied. A 1:1:1
rhythm can be found monotonous.

The alignment of building facades
should possess overall qualities
that tie them visually in a unified
composition. Strong rhythms can
be attained in a composition using
repetitive elements such as win-
dows, doorways, columns, and
roofs.
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building height
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Zoning map of the study area

LEGEND:

. Brant County Courthouse

Brant County Registry Office

Brantford C:ty Hall

Central Presbyterian Church

Public Library

Fark Baptist Church

Wyatt Purcell Et A]

Zion United Church

. Bank of Montreal

1 0 Toronto Dominion Bank

11. Canada Trust Building

12. Canadian Foresters
Building

13. Bell Canada

I4. John Lind Building

15, Victoria Park
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; Analysis

The current zoning is: "Core Com-
mercial” (C1), South of Darling
Street and "Fringe Core Commer-
cial" (C2), north of Darling Streert
which allows many different types
of uses. These are as follows:

Apartment dwellings; art galleries;
assisted housing in apartment
dwellings; bakeries; places of wor-
ship; convention centres; crisis
residences; day nurseries; dwelling
units in a building containing one
or more non-residential uses;
farmers’ markets; financial institu-
tons; general offices; group cor-
rectional homes; group ,
correctional residences; group
homes; group residences; heaith
clubs; hotels; junior deparmment
stores; libraries; major department
stores; medical clinic; medical of-
fices; mini-group homes;
musewms; parking lots or struc-

es; personal service stores;
photocopy shops; photographers’

.studios; places of assembly; places '_

of entertainment; post-secondary

schools; postal stations; private

clubs; private parks; public halls;
. public parks; public transit

facilives; restaurants: full service,
take-out and fast food (excluding
drive-through service); retail
stores; second- hand shops; service
or repair shops; shopping cenires-
comprised of cornbination of any
of the permitted uses in the C1/C2
Zone; specialty retail stores; super-
markets; taxi establishments;
telecommunications services;
theatres; accessory uses; buildings
and structures; uses permitted in
Section 6.1.
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Analysis

Problems

o Current land use could permit
higher density uses on existing
building sites, resulting in build-
ings taller and more massive
than currently exist.

» Victoria Park is not zoned as
open space and is therefore sub-
ject to possible development in
the future that could destroy the
fabric of the area.

« Higher density buildings and in-
creased development could lead
to increased traffic and parking
problems in the area.

« Some uses may change in the fu-
ture. Change could be detrimen-
tal if the new uses are
incompatible with the institu-
tional character of the area.

» The Main Library will be leaving.
the Carnegie Library Building.
The future use is as yet undeter-
mined.

» The churches in Victoria Park
Square have been experiencing
declining congregations and
there is a possibility that owner-
ship could change for one or
more chromicles.

6.1

Opportunities

» Additional temporary public
events and festivities could be in-
troduced into Victoria Park
Square to compliment the ac-
tivities in the Downtown area,
and to reinforce the role of the
Square as a focal point in
Downtown Brantford.
However, these events must be
predominantly passive in nature
to complement the park itself.

« Size of the study area is sig-
nificant to the Downtown as a
possible public focus.

o Current uses are generally quite
compatible ie., institutional and
mMajor COrporations.

« Existing uses are generally
stable. The existing buildings
represent a long term invest-
ment in the community and the
ability to maintain existing struc-
tures.

« The intensification of grade-
oriented, commercial uses front-
ing Market and George Streets-
could increase public use of the
Square as an oasis for shoppers.

« Compatible uses are being con-
sidered for the Carnegie
Library, ie., the relocation of
Brant County Museum or office
uses from City Hall.



Analys;s

Traffic Problems

« The downtown area generates
large volumes of affic which
spill off Dalhousie and Colborne
Streets on to Market Street.
The traffic on Market Street is
greater than on George, making
Victoria Park less accessible for
pedesirians from the west than
from the east.

« Traffic along Market Street is
fairly steady but increases in
volume at rush hour.

» Wellington and Darling Streets
are part of a two-way street sys-
tem and serve as important bus
access routes to and from the ter-
minal.

Opportunities

+ The steady flow of traffic on
Market Street means that many
residents and visitors are aware
of Victoria Park and can ses it
from a passing vehicle.

« A pedestrian link could be estab-
lished between the park and the
bus terminal at a future date.

» The recent temporary closure of
George Street displays that the
system is capable of accom-
modating additonal traffic
volumes on a temporary basis
for important events.

« At present, there are no major
traffic problems in the im-
mediate study area.

Intersection Market and Darling Streets

s SRS~ T



" Parking

| Analysis

Problems

« There is a lack of both hard and
soft landscaping in the parking
lots buffering Victoria Park as
well as in the immediate area.

» The parking lot in front of the
Brant County Registry Office
currently creates an imbalance
with the formal lawn of the
Brant County Court House.

» A few of the parking lots such as
the one beside the Wyatt Purcell
Building, fronting Victoria Park,
create gaps in the urban fabric
and visually separate the park
from the surrounding buildings.

» The library and the churches
generate high parking demand
on weekends and periodically
during the week. Many of the
problems occur during peak
times including noon-hour and
after school (3:30pm-5:30pm).

LEGEND:
8 Off-street parking area 7

oy
R

Opportunities

« Landscape improvements could
reduce the visual impact of the
parking lots.

« The parking lot fronting onto
Market Street between the
Canada Trust and Canadian
Foresters Building could serve
as a possible link to the new tran-
sit terminal.

. Pa:king in the Downtown area is
more than adequate to meet the
demand.

«» The parking lots are generally
not visible from Victoria Park
because the majority of parking
is found behind the buildings
fronting Victoria Park.

On-street metered pariang

Brant County Courthouse
Brant County Registry Office
Brantford City Hall -
Central Presbyterian Church

FPublic Library

FPark Baptist Church
Whatt Purcell Et Al

Zion United Church
Bank of Montreal

10. Toronto Dominion Bank

VRNALAWMN ]

11. Canada Trust Building

12. Canadizn Foresters
Building

13. Bell Canada

14. John Lind Building

15. Victoria Park




{ Analysis

Pedestrian
Circulation

Problems

« Most of the buildings are not
handicapped accessible.

« Currently, there is not a sig-
nificant flow of retail shoppers
from the Downtown Core to Vic-
toria Park Square.

» There are no pedestian iden-
tified/designated routes to the
Square from such areas as the
Downtown, the bus terminal, the
theatre, Market Square, etc.
through signage or other means.

6.4

Opportunities

 Periodic events and festvities
such as lunch hour concer:s and
public art displays could draw
retail shoppers and office
workers to the park

o The park is well used by
pedestrians either working in or
going to the various uses in the
Square.

« The scale of existng landscape
features in the park is com-
plimentary to pedestrian activity.

« The use of special landscape
materials or elements in conjunc-
tion with the stresiscape im-
provements proposed could help
establish the Square as a unique

entity within the area.
s ~
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Analysis ”

Opportunities

« The Union Jack Plan of Victoria
Park works well in responding to
the "desired lines of pedestrian
circulation". Victoria Park
Square could be linked to the
Downtown by the use of plant-
ing, lighting and paving
materials consistent with the
planned Downtown improve-
ments. .

« A historic tour route could be es-
tablished through the use of
specific pedestrian linkages,
paving materials and proper
programming.

« At intersections where
pedestrian circulation is par-
ticularly heavy, signalizatonas -
well as paved walkways could be
used to assist pedestrian move-
ment. However, the signaliza-
tion ’s operating characteristics
must reflect the Provincial and
local municipality’s standards.



Signa
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{Analysis

Problems

+ There is no signage identifving
the area as Victoria Park Squarz
other than that in the park itseli.

« Signage in the study area is not
consistent. It varies from the
large backlit, luminated sign
for The Canada Trust Building
to the non-illuminated building
sign on the Zion United Church.

» There is a lack of signage indicat-
ing parking, private or municipal.

Fine example of integrating sign with
facade of building.

Example of an overpowering sign.

Opportunities

« The use of basic priaciples with
the aim of integrating private
signage with the building facade
could add to the visual cobesion.

« Some existing signage cag serve
to demonstrate positive ex-
amples of the propossd signage
cuidelines, such as the Bell
Canada Building and the
Foresters Building.

« Although recognizing a high
maintenance requirement, new
public signage should be intro-
duced indicating clear direction
to the study area from key loca-
tions in the Downtown.

« Signage could be used to Link all
the major public amenites in
the Downtown.

« Heritage plaques could be
erected creating a heritage walk
in the study area.

« Small plaques could be estab-
lished for Victoria Park to iden-
tfy certain species of flowers,
trees and plants within the hor-
ticultural displays, specifying
when and why they were
pianted. However, the plaques
must be of a sturdy, permanent
nature to withstand vandalism
and theft.



‘ Analysis

Landscape/Open Problems Opportunities
Space

« The streetlighting program for « New, atiractive, pedestrian-
the streets surrounding the park scaled, street lighting is
excludes the park itself, as the proposed for the strests sur-
1991 budget does not include rounding Victoria Park. This
funds to upgrade lighting or will help to establish a connec-
install new lighting on any areas .tion between the Downtown
other than dedicated road Core and Victoria Park Square
allowances. itself.

« Many buildings lack sufficient + Landscaping enhances the
soft landscaping to visually in- quality of a public space and
tegrate their sites with the park. creates a unified image.

« Some areas of the Square, such « More landscaping/streetscaping
as the City Hall Courtyard, be- could be introduced linking the
come very hot due to use of ex- park to the surrounding building
tensive hard paving and the lack sites.
of street trees.

L g - » Public amenities sympathetic to
the passive nature and scale of
the park could be introduced to
draw people to the area,

« The public streetscape surround-
ing the park has currently under-
gone improvements to visually
unify the area with the
Downtown streets of Colborne
and Dalhousie. Interlocking
paving and lighting will be identi-
cal in Victoria Park Square and
the Downtown.

|
\ Proposed tree grates
\
Proposed light standard . :
%ﬁ;&iﬂzf limited, but sufficient, soft Proposed tree guards



Environment and
Theme

\ Analysis

Problems

« The Square has a strong charac-
ter. New buildings, however, if
poorly sited and designed, could
weaken the composition of the
Square.

o The affic on Market Street cur-
rently creates a visual and physi-
cal barrier between the park and
the buildings on the west side of
the Square.

« There are too many hard surface
areas surrounding Victoria Park,
such as the City Hall Courtyard,
that provide little vegetation,
shade or air circulation (cool-
ing), during the warm months of
the year and moderate shelter
during the cold months.

View of the Statre of Brant amid the
well treed Victoria Park.

6.8

Opportunities

« The exposure of Vicioria Park
and the Square to Market Sireet
should be considered in the
placement of future signage and
displays.

« Period signage could be used to
help distinguish and identify Vie-
toria Park Square.

» Many of the buildings have
limited setbacks from their front
lot line as sited. This reduces
the extent of change that can
occur as a result of addidons to
their facades and inhibits exten-
sive landscape alterations.

« The green nature of Vicioria
Park could be expanded into the
surrounding Square.

« Maintenance of existing build-
ings could create a strong
historic theme.

o Generally, the pfesent, consis-
tent building setbacks create an
edge to the Square.



Building Fabric

 Analysis

Problems

« Some buildings, such as the
John Lind Building, are in need
of repair and possible restora-
tion

« Introduction of new buildings is
not always sympathetic with ex-
isting fabric.

» A few buildings have been al-
tered unsympathetically over
time, i.e., John Lind Building
and the Canada Trust Building.

« The axial layout of the walkways
radiating from the parks are dis-
continued on the south and west
side of Victoria Park Square.

» Use of different materials is not
always sympathetic to other
buildings in the Square, ie., the
Toronto Dominion Bank.

6.9

Opportunities

« Compatible building types,
forms, materials, styles and
periods provide a cohesive
streetscape when combined with
the current landscape program.

» Revitalization of certain build-
ings or portions thereof, could
greatly enhance the building
fabric of the area, i.e., the Car-
negie Library.

« There is generally a successful
combination of old and new
buildings.

» Many buildings are fine ex-
amples of the architectural styles
of their period.

« The buildings represent periods
of growth and prosperity in
Brantford.

The Bell Telephone building reflects a
fine example of the architectural style of
its period.




}Enalysis

6.10

Opportunities

« The present use of formal and

classical architectural styles
creates a focus, a monumen-
tality, and a sense of stability for
the entire community.

« The grouping of buildings in Vic-

toria Park Square is architec-
turally significant due to the
conscious effort of locating

those buildings on the axis of the
park plan. The town square con-
cept has been maintained by
having these same buildings

front on the Park.

Secondary open space, outside
the Park, ie.,Courthouse lawn,
City Hall courtyard etc., could
be designed to complement the
axial layout of the Square.



Building Mass

Analysis

Problems

« The rhythm created by the build-

ings fronting on to Victoria Park
breaks down at some points due
to smaller building masses, ie.,
John Lind Building, Wyatt Pur-
cell, TD Bank and a number of
adjacent parking areas,

6.11

Opportunities

+ Heights of the existing buildings
are very complimentary 1o one
another and this relatonship
should be maintained
throughout the entire Square.

« The layout of the park itself is
complimentary to buildings sur-
rounding it. Similarly scaled
landscape/streetscape massing
should continue along both sides
of the street.

» The scale and massing of most
buildings in the study area
define well the edge of the
Square and establish fine
models on which to base future
development.

« The different roofscapes and
building forms provide variety
and interest within Victoria Park
Square.



Building Edge

 Analysis

Problems

o Currently, the informal pattern
of the park’s iree layout is not
complimentary to the formal or
classical building edges. Histori-
cally, a formal planting pattern
at the strest edge, and within the
Park itself, would have been
used to reinforce the importance
of the Square in relation to the
important civic buildings sur-
rounding the Square.

Visual! boundary within Vicioria Park
Sauare breaks down at the Toronto
Dominion Bank.

6.12

Opportunities

» The larger buildings provide a
visual boundary to Victoria Park
Square and will help to define
the Heritage Conservation Dis-
trict,

« The location of parking, at the
rear of a number of the build-
ings, has been a successiul con-

ept because it mainiains a
consistent building street edge.

« The use of a distinctively-shaped
building cap gives definition to
the building profile. This ap-
proach is generally more success-
ful than those designs lacking
definition of the building cap
such as the Toronto Dominion
Bank.

» The edges of Victoria Park are
not sharply defined by bartiers
such as hedges, walls or fences.
As a result, the park is open in
character and invidng to passers-
by to enter and enjoy.



Yiews and Vistas

jnalysis -
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Problems

« Views of the Brant Memorial,
and other buildings fronting the
Square, are blocked by low
branching trees withing the Park.

«» The Courthouse, the most
dominant building in the
Square, is also partially hidden
by mature trees.

« Views within the park are ar-
ranged on an axis radiating from
the centre of Victoria Park.
However, approximately one
half of the building’s original
sitings have not taken advantage
of such sight lines.

li

6.13

Opportunities

« The statue of Joseph Brant
provides an important view and
a focus for the park.

+ Revitalization projects for build-
ings and opern space could en-
hance the available views of
each axis on the park.

» The view of Victoria Park
Square from the corner of
Market and Darling Street is the
broadest, giving a panorama of
the entire study area.

+ Views along any of the smeets
within the study area, could be
enhanced through additional
streetscape planting on both
sides of those streets.




General Policies

Introduction

Victoria Park Square is an attrac-
tive, cohesive entity within
Downtown Brantford. Itis a mag-
nificent space, already well -
respected by its building accom-
paniment and an impressive state-
ment of Brantford’s response to
its original planner’s provision for
a notable civic square. The inven-
tory and analysis verifies that the
study area satisfies the architec-
tural, historical and contextual
criteria of the Ontario Heritage
Act for designation as a Heritage
Conservation District.

The study area possesses buildings
of both historic and architectural
importance and displays a fine ex-
ample of a traditional Town
Square. The buildings within the
study area form a very special col-
lection of consistently excellent ar-
chitectural quality with few
exceptions. These buildings form
a harmonious streetscape around
the Square. In addition, the for-
mal arrangement of buildings
around the "Union Jack" design of
Victoria Park forms a rare com-
position, of not only municipal, but
also provincial significance.

However, the representative, his-
toric cohesion of this Square can
be quickly lost. For example, the
replacement of some fine, older
structures at the southwest corner
of Market and Darling Streets with
modern buildings has not been
sensitive 10 the texture, scale and
character of the Square.

7.0

Issues

The following eight prime issues
have been distilled from :he inven-
tory and analysis section of this
study.

1. Definition of the boundary for
the Heritage Conservation
District.

2. Preservafion of the historic
fabric of the Square.

3. Establishment of the future
identity of the Square and its
related uses.

4, Expansion of the "green" nature
of the park into the surrounding
area as a contemporary
enhancement of its qualities..

. Need to enhance the relation-

ship between park and adjacent
building facades.

[#]]

6. Establishment of linkages with
the Downtown Core and the
surrounding fabric.

7. Establishment of handicapped
access to public buildings.

8. Establishment of a Heritage
Conservation District Plan for
Victoria Park and the surround-
ing properties.



General Policies

Yictoria Park Square’s Role

Prior to formulating detailed
recommendations to address the
eight prime issues noted pre-
viously, there must be a "vision" of
the existing and future character of
the Study area. The future role
and character of the Victoria Park
Square is contingent on the resoln-
tion of three key issues:

« Future public and private sector
uses.

+ Relationship of the Square to
the Downtown area and to the
City as a whole.

» Objective of heritage guidelines
for the Heritage Conservation
District.

In reviewing the variety of options
that exist, the Consultant Team
came to the following concensus:

Uses

« Victoria Park must be main-
tained as a largely passive open
space, although the introduction
of compatible amenities and
temporary activities should be
introduced. The park should be
zoned as public open space
under the open space restricted
zone (0S1) to formalize its use
and to prevent the construction
of public or private structures on
the site.

7.1

» The role of Victoria Park
Square should be expanded. The
park should be designated as the
prime, public, open space focus
within the Downtown, and
treated accordingly.

» The significance of the open
space to the citizens of
Brantford should be clearly dis-
played by a streetscape improve-
ment program which should
include revitalization of the park
as part of a Heritage Master-
Plan, largely through the intro-
duction of a formal planting and
Inaintenance program.

Relationships to
Surrounding Fabric

Victoria Park Square’s orientation
to the Downtown is important, It
represents a historic Town Square
and provides the Downtown area
an entity to which visitors are
attracted. Its physical proximity to
the retail commercial area could
be strengthened 1o create a more
vibrant Downtown.

Preservation of Victoria Park
Square maintains the heritage of
the City of Brantford. It imparts
Brantford’s residents a sense of
identity, stability and order to an
area which functions largely to
serve the public.

Victoria Park provides an oasis
break in the hard landscape of the
Downtowr.



General Poligies

o It is therefore recommended
that Victoria Park Square be
maintained as a traditional
Town Square, largely as original-
ly designed, but enhancad
through strestscape improve-
ments, 1o give the area greater
prominence.

«» Through additional public sector

investment, and in accordance
with the urban design
guidelines, the site plan ap-
proval process, zoning designa-
tion and Heritage District
Designation, Victoria Park
Square could become a distinc-
tive entiry and tourist attraction.

« Major new public facilities, such

as the Sanderson Theatre, have
and are being developed in the
Downtown. Victoria Park
should be part of a pedestrian
walkway system which physically

links these major elements, i.e., .
Transit Terminal, Eaton/Market

Square Compiex, Market Centre
Parkade, Central Library.

s Currently, Victoria Park Square

is adjacent to the commercial ac-
tivity of the Downtown. Its fu-
ture role should be an integral
part of the Downtown and as
such, should have strong physi-
cal links to Dalhousie Street.

Heritage Guidelines

In order to preserve Victoria Park
Square, a principal mechanism
available to the Municipality
within the Planning Act of the
Province, is through Part V of the
Heritage Act, Heritage District
Designation. Some of the build-
ings in the study area are already
designated under Part IV of the
Heritage Act, " Conservation of
Buildings of Historic or Architec-
tural Value", and would therefore
not be included within the new dis-
trict designation.

» The objective of design
guidelines for the Heritage Dis-
trict is the continued conserva-
tion and maintenance of the
existing fabric.

» Major changes are not an-
ticipared due to the fact that
most buildings have been con-
scientiousiy maintained.

« Major redevelopment is general-
Iy unlikely and unwarranted, al-
though guidelines for
redevelopment and/or changes
to buildings is required.



8.0

: Specific Policies

Land Use Policy Recommendations

s The current permitted vse under o Given the study’s major recom-

the City of Brantford’s zoning
by-law No. 160-90 for all build-
ing sites fronung on Victoria
Park Square is "Fringe Core
Commercial, (C2) north of Darl-
ing Street and" Core Commer-
cial" (C1) south of Darling
Street.

» The "Fringe Core Commercial
Zone" (C2) allows many dif-
ferent types of development and
range of densities including a
wide range of uses allowed in
the "Core Commercial Zone"
(C1).

Analysis

+ The character of the study area
is influenced by current uses
which are: institutional/
religious/office commercial and
banking. Because the existing
zoning permits a broad range of
permitted uses and densities, the
ambiance and character of the
area could easily be altered.

The onlty current factors restrict-
ing the size of redevelopment
are: the provision of adequate
parking and a height restriction,
which dictates that no building
shall exceed one times the width
of the street on which it fronts,

mendation to proceed with
Heritage Conservation District
designation, the following
recommendations are made
within the context of the Ontario
Heritage Act and the Ontario
Planning Act:

« The "definition of the boundary

for the Heritage Conservation
District” (Prime Issue #1) is as
outlined in the Terms of
Reference section of this paper.

« The City of Brantford’s Official

Plan should be amended to
designate the Victoria Park
Square study area as a special in-
terest area with the main objec-
tive of preserving the open
space and historical character
of the area (Prime Issue #2).
The foremost consideration is
the preservation of the historic
fabric of the Square through the
establishment of a Heritage
Plan for Victoria Park Square

* and surrounding properties
(Prime Issue #8). )

o The current height restrictions

should be maintained to prevent
future alterations, additions, in-

filling, or redevelopment visual-
ly dominating the streetscape.
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Specific Policies

o The uses under the current
zoning should be maintained
and not expanded. These uses
are as follows: art galleries;
places of worship; financial in-
stitutions; general offices; health
clubs; libraries; museums; places
of assembly; places of entertain-
ment; private clubs; private
parks; public halls; public parks;
restaurants; theatres,

A Phase-Two Area including
the Holstein/Freisian Building
and all buildings on the north
side of Dalhousie Street, be-
tween George and Market
Streets should be identified and
studied as Brantford’s third
Heritage Conservation District.
These buildings form part of a
physical link between the
Downtown and Victoria Park
Square, The Commercial Build-
ings designed by Architect John
Turner and others, provide a
sense of Brantford’s heritage;

therefore, these buildings should -

be strongly considered in
relationship to Victoria Park
Square and the surrounding
fabric.

8.1



Parking

- Specific Policies
Existing Conditions

« Adequate parking is provided
for the ceniral business activity
and off-hour institu-
tion/religious acdvities. On-
street hourly parking allows for
short-term access to a number of
businesses and institutions
which front onto Victoria
Square.-

Analysis

«+ The parking areas surrounding
the study area provide adequate
public opportunity during peak
and off-peak hours.

Recommendation

In the long-term, the small parking
area located in front of the
Registry Office should be
eliminated. The landscaped grass -
area should be extended in order
10 provide for a symmetrical
landscape area directly adjacent to
or adjoining Victoria Park which
will act as an expansion of the
green nafure of the park into the
surrounding area (Prime Issue




Traffic
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Specific Policies

Policy/Existing Conditions

» In accordance with Brantford’s
Official Transportation System,
Market Street provides an im-
portant access into the heart of
the central business district with
Darling and Wellington Streets
providing important
bus/vehicular routes into the
core also.

« George Street completes the
street grid pattern that em-
phasizes Victoria Park Square as
the central focus to the
Downtown Core. -

Analysis

« The through grid pattern
created by Market, Wellington,
Darling and George Streets
should be maintained, as well as
the on-street parking.

» George Street, althoughnot ac-

ting as a bus route, provides
good access to the Downtown
grid pattern.

83

Recommendations

« Traffic grid pattern created by
Market, Darling, Wellington,
and George Streets should be
maintained.

« George Street should be con-
sidered (when the opportunity
arises), as a public gathering
area with the library steps acting
as a natural amphitheatre,
Programming should allow for
the closing off of the streetina
temporary fashion for possible
street gatherings and presenta-
tions, using Victoria Park as a
backdrop to the activity,
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Specific Policies

Pedestrian
Circnlation

Policy/Existing Conditions « Exdsting conditions may not
facilitate such connections;

« The City of Brantford’s Zoning however, the opportunity shouid

By-Law provides for the use of
the sidewalk within the "Fringe
Core Commercial" (C2) zone as
a primary pedestrian walkway.

» Establishment of handicapped

access to public buildings
(Prime Issue #7) is a present
day necessity. The City of
Brantford has maintained a
policy of equal access for the
handicapped, and wherever pos-
sible during reconstruction or
upgrading, has introduced hand-
icapped accessible features into
the streetscape. Some of the
buildings in the area have
provided handicapped acces-
sibility and others plan to do so
in the future.

Brantford has introduced an at-

tractive, pedestrian-scaled light-

ing system to encourage
pedestrian movement through
the core.

Analysis

» The open spacs/pedestrian sys-

tem between Victoria Park
Square and the central business
district could be enhanced with
improvement of the pedestrian-
scaled streetscape character, the
introduction of mid-block con-
nections and the formalization
of a street lighting prograrm.

be maintained for implementa-
tion at a future date. The
planning and executon of such
linkages must be sensitive 1o the
heritage quality of the buildings
affected and and the parking/
servicing requirements of the
uses within adjacent building.

The exdsting walkway pattern
within and surrounding Victoria
Park should remain as it exists
and possibly be enhanced over
the long term through the use of
a higher quality paving material
and pattern.

Recommendations

» The City Hall courtyard and

front/rear entry areas should be
upgraded or redesigned to allow
for a greater area of green space
which would be more inviting to
public gatherings than is the car-
rent situation. The introduction
of greenspace may be achieved
through a variety of means from
additional lawn area to the intro-
duction of planters. The design
must be sensitive to the charac-
ter of the building and avoid
structural changes to implement.



Specific Policies

« Greater pedestrian activity

within the Study Area should be
encouraged by introducing an ex-
tensive, on-going streetscape
program which includes upgrad-
ing sidewalks, making provisions
for handicapped access, a formal
tree planting and floral display
program, and attractive,
pedestrian-scaled lighting,

Distinct paving patterns should
be introduced at corner cross-
ings in conjunction with drop
curbs which allow for safer and
easier access for all pedestrians.

At specific intersections such

as Market and Darling Streets,
coordinated signalization should
be used to facilitate and to give
priority to pedestrian movement
in a variety of directions as
demand requires.

« Through redevelopment
proposals in the future attrac-
tively designed, pedestrian
scaled, mid-block connections
such as to the bus terminal and
behind the Bank of Montreal to
the Downtown Core should be
considered and encouraged
(Prime Issue #6). Current uses
require existing parking;
however, future uses or other
parking alternatives may
facilitate implementation at a
future date. This potential
should be preserved for long
range implementation,



Environment and
Theme

Specific Policies

Policy/Existing Conditions

« The City of Brantford, through
their Parks and Recreation
Department, has maintained
over the vears a policy of street
tree planting, maintenance and
replacement.

« Within Victoria Park, there is
currently a program of replacing
dead and dying mature trees
with young nursery stock,
preferably hardy, deciduous
species, such as Norway and
Crimson King Maples and
Green and Red Ash.

« The current tourism and conven-
tion facilides Marketing and
Development Strategy Study for
Brantford and Brant County
prepared by Laventhol & Hor-
wath proposes a policy of addi-
tional floral displays, especially
in and around the perimeters of -
parking lots, streets and building.
facades.

Analysis

» The establishment of linkages
with the Downtown Core and
the surrounding fabric is virtual-
ly non-existent. A streetscape
master plan would provide the
basis for upgrading the
pedestrian character in and
around Victoria Park and iden-
tify the park as a central focus to
the Downtown Core.

8.6

» AD increase in floral displays

will add 10 a vibrant sitrestscape
and identify Market Streetasa
gateway into the core.

Extension of the strestscape
prograrm to inciude an upgrading
of the sidewalk paving and pos-
sible reintroduction of grass
boulevards will greatly ennance
the pedestrian character of the
street.

Recommendations

¢ Establishment of the future

identity of the Square and its
related uses (Prime Issue #3)
should become the first priority
10 the City of Brantford.

An on-going park and street tree
planting program should be for-
malized which recognizes that
few of the park’s trees are over-
mature and dying. These should
be replaced with new plantings
that reflect the proposed formal-
ized planting pattern of the
master plan. This design should
retain the classical layour of the
park plan.

A formal floral display program,
including both planting beds and
hanging baskets should be main-
tained and encouraged
throughout the Hernitage Conser-
vation District Area.
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Specific Policies

« The Park should be

programined to provide year
round and seasonal activities for
Brantford citizens such as lunch
hour music, art-in-the-park and
ice sculpture displays. However,
these displays should be com-
patible with the largely passive
nature of the park and must be
in keeping with its formal, public
and traditional character.

Attractive displays in keeping
with the formal and traditional
character of the park should be
encouraged. These may cor-
respond to the changing seasons
and special events.

8.7



Building Fabric/

Built Form

Specific Policies

Policy/Existing Conditions

Existing buildings within the Vic-
toria Park Square Study area
have maintained a similar mass-
ing both in terms of height and
scale. The buildings are general-
ly one or two stories in height,
enhanced frequently by project-
Ing towers and spires up to four
storeys in height. Typically the
lower floors are well-articulated
creating a pleasing pedestrian
scale to Victoria Park Square.

« The City of Brantford has main-

tained a height restriction in Vic-
toria Park Square in an effort to
retain some of the historical
quality of the area.

Analysis

» The majority of Victoria Park

Square’s buildings were built be-
tween 1850 and 1920, a number
of which were designed by John
Turmer in an attempt to create a
traditional Town Square.

Currently, only the Public
Library and Victoria Park itself
are designated. Those buildings
which are not designated could
be altered detrimentally in a
manner unsympathetic to their
original design and/or neigh-
bouring buildings.

5.1

« The quality of Victoria Park

Square Is clearly identified with
z number of significant
landmark buildings that frame
the formal Park at its centre.

The inventory analysis under-
taken by the Study team has as-
certained that the majority of
buildings have been altered ap-
propriately; however, there are
three sites within the Study Area
which could be significantly en-
hanced through restoration or
renovation. (John Lind, Wyatt
Purcell and the Toronto
Dominion Bank). Replace-
ment/redevelopment should
only occur as a last resort. Only
one of the three (the T.D. Bank)
is noted as lacking architecriral,
historical and/or contextual sig-
nificance. Refer 10 the Archi-
tecrural Assessment Map.

It has previousiy been estab-
lished that Victoria Park Square
warrants designation as a
Heritage Conservation District.
The fact that the existing struc-
tures are large and formal in ap-
pearance suggests that any
infilling that does occur should
maintain the existing classical
proportions. The majority of
renovations that have occurred
have been very sympathetic to
the original style of the building;
further other owners have main-
tained their properties with little
change over the long period, or
have restored their building to
its original appearance.
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. Specific Policies

o Asaresult of being well main-
tained, the prime objective of
guidelines for buildings in Vic-

Fire and Life Safety Standards

« Some of Victoria Park Square’s

toria Park Square should be to
encourage continued main-
tenance and conservation.

Approach

 Prior to undertaking any ex-
terior improvements to any of
Victoria Park Square’s existing
fabric, it is important to estab-
lish an approach. The approach
is based upon the assumption
that the building meets mini-
mum life safety standards, and is
structurally sound. The majority
of buildings in Victoria Park
Square appear, from the ex-
terior, to have been well main-
tained. All building standards
should be upgraded to meet the
new Ontario Building Code
(OBC) standards.

It is recornmended that prior to
undertaking any major renova-
tior, an Owner should contact
an Architect, an Engineer, or
local Building Inspector to ob-
tain advice. In addition, the
Heritage Committee should be
contacted to ensure that any
renovation that does occur is in
keeping with the historical
qualities of the building.

building owners may wish to
renovate in the future. Mini-
murm standards must be met.
Such standards are set out in the
Ontario Building Code (OBC)
for new constuction and renova-
tion, and in the Onrtario Fire
Code for required upgrading,
Typical issues which are of con-
cern in older buildings are: wall
and ceiling finishes, fire rating of
existing assemblies, fire separa-
tions, fire walls within and be-
tween buildings, fire alarm and
detection systems, exiting and
emergency lighting. The main-
tenance of adequate fire and life
safety standards in older build-
ings is achieved through the
Building Department and the
Building Permit application
process, by enforcement of Mini-
mum Standards By-Law, and
lastly through periodic inspec-
tions of the Fire Department.

Structural Stability

« The structural stability of any

older building is equally impor-
tant. Buildings in Victoria Park
Square appear to be relatively
stable, however, there can be
smaller, apparently less sig-
nificant elements which fre-
quently pose very dangerous
conditions for public safety.
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Specific Policies

« For example, deteriorated bal- Design Options
cony railings, loose balustrades,
deteriorated steps and stairs, « It has been previously estab-
poorly bonded brick work, and lished that Victoria Park Square
deteriorated cornices may go un- warrants designation as a
detected. Heritage District. Guidelines

have been set out 10 assist
Handicapped Access property owners with future ira-
provements. These guidelines

« Equal access to the handicapped include renovaton, restoration,
is a necessity and most older and/or replacement. Many of
buildings are being renovated to the buildings in Victoria Park
accommodate all individuals. Square have been maintained
Accessibility should comply to with only a few buildings being
minimum standards set out in altered in some manner. Any
the Ontario Building Code renovations that have occurred
(O.B.C.). Sympathetic access have generally been sympathetic
ramps can be incorporated into to the original building design.
the facade of the building with
little detriment to the original « Due to the quality of the in-
design of that building and its dividual buildings, and of the
Intrinsic heritage value. Refer streetscape in total, our recom-
to Renovation Recommenda- mendation is as follows:
tions following on page 8-13
under Section titled "Front 1. Maintain many of the existing
Access", buildings as they are with little or

no alterations to their facades.
Energy Conservation

[RS)

. Sympathetic renovadon aand res-
« Of equal importance is energy toraton should be encouraged.
conservation. Typical issues of
concern are mechanical and . Major redesign or remodelling
electrical systems. Ontario of existing facades should be
Hydro has a funding program discouraged.
for those property owners inter-

ested in upgrading and maintain- 4. Remodelling should only be

[Wh]

ing these systems. This could supporied in cases where the
result in future economic facade has already been signifi-
savings and tenant appeal. cantly altered to the extent that

it is no longer architecturally
significant; or it is clear that an
improvement will enhance an
exisung facade of such a building.



Specific Policies

Restoration/Maintenance

« Opportunity exists to maintain
or restore the existing buildings
in Victoria Park Square due to
the property owners’ careful and
continued maintenance of those
buildings. Utilizing the policies
of this Study, there is adequate
information to assure the sym-
pathetic renovation, main-
tenance and restoration of every
building in Victoria Park Square.

 The Brantford Heritage Com-
mittee and the Public Library
have a great deal of information
regarding the history of in-
dividual buildings in Victoria
Park Square. Many of these
buildings provide a number of
examples of building elements
which may form the basis for fu-
ture renovation, restoration
and/or replacement. If detailed
technical information is re-
quired, information and services
can be obtained from various
sources:

The Architectural Conservancy of
Ontario; Ontario Historical
Society; Ontario Heritage Founda-
tion; The Ontario Ministry of
Culture and Communications;
Heritage Canada; Parks Canada;
Canadian Heritage Magazine; and
the association for Preservation
Technology.

8.11

Once designated as a Heritage Dis-
trict, individual owners will be
able, through the various provin-
cial funding programs, to draw on
the resources of the Ministry to as-
sist in assuring that both the design
and construction are properly un-
dertaken. Inresponse to demand
for programs, the Ministry of
Culture and Communications has
established a program entitled
Preserving Ontario’s Architecture.
It is a two-part program, offering
education and technical support as
well as financial assistance. The
Province offers advice and training
to Heritage Committee members,
municipal officials, property
owners, heritage groups and build-
ing professionals involved in con-
servation projects. Education
support involves: technical publi-
cations, fact sheets and check lists,
workshops, seminars and training
programs.

Recommendations

The following recommendations
are based upon a sympathetic
renovation and/or restoration ap-
proach. These recommendations
should be considered not only for
existing buildings but also for addi-
tions to existing buildings and new
infill development which may
oceur.
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Specific Policies

Materials thing that was created in wood by

carpenters can be replicated today.
» Renovation/restoration projects

should, whenever possible, util-

1ze the original facade design o In selecting materials, those

components and materials. which typify the building period
and style should be utilized in

« New materials should be used in Lieu of current contemporary

a manner consistent with the products. If this is not feasible,

original design and should be new materials should be similar

adapted to replicate existing or complimentary in ap-

forms or conditions. pearance, texture, colour and
detail.

« There are a wide range of
products available in the market ~ Entrance Door
which bhave been designed for

restoration projects, or for new « Traditionally, the front facade
construction involving tradition- was the most important building
al details and design elements. elevation although, in many
There are also numerous cases, all elevations were care-
craftsmen and companies who fully executed. The visual focus
specialize in exact replication of of the main facade was typically
older profiles and details in the the front entrance, usually
materials of the past. Stone and centrally located in a symmetri-
masonry provide greater chal- cal facade. The quality and
lenge in the restoration process - character of the front door was
than wood or metal. Almost any-. very important.

Py
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Specific Policies

» Traditional wood doors should
be encouraged. These doors
should be protected by repaint-
ing or staining, proper flashings
and weatherstripping. The selec-
tion of the front door should be
carefully considered in order to
ensure that it enhances the
facade, and adds the distinctve
character required.

Front Entrance

« An entrance porch should rein-
force the importance of the
main entrance. The entrance
canopy should add character to
the design of the building. Its
size should be proportional to
the scale of the building and
should not shroud or conceal the
entrance door.

» If replacement of an existing
entrance canopy is required, the
original parts and materials
should be replicated.

Front Access

» Many of the buildings around
Victoria Park Square have a
raised ground floor. (Difficult to
provide access for everyone).

+» Handicapped ramps should be
integrated into the design of the
building/landscape.

o Symmetrical facades will require
a balanced, formal approach
with the introduction of hand-
icapped ramps. One solution

%
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will be the use of landscape
(hard and soft) to replicate or
visually balance the ramp form.

» Handicapped access can en-
hance building design.

» Elements should be sympathetic
t0 the materials and design of
the building.

Exterior skin

o The use of sandblasting to clean
masonry surfaces should be for-
bidden in any Heritage District.

« Masonry should be restored and
cleaned with the most mild
chemicals available that will do
the job. (High power water or
acid cleaners should be
avoided).

» The joint between brick and
stone masonry units binds the
masonty together, and provides
a water-tight seal to prevent
moisture penetration into the
brick. When repointing the ex-
isting masonry, utilize low
strength mortar, matching the
texture and colour of the exist-
ing mortar joints.

» Sandblasting stone is also not
recommended. Cleaning by
water misting or mild deter-
gents/chemicals is preferable;
otherwise, stone edges will be
dulled or removed. This is par-
ticularly important with regards
to ornamental work.



Specific Policies

« Wood was a tradirional material

used for window and door
frames, cornices, porches and
canopies. In order to preserve
and maintain wooden elements,
a protective coating of paint or
stain must be applied peri-
odically.

Architectural Details

« In the process of repair and

maintenance, frequently ar-
chitectural details are removed
rather than undertaking the cost
of replacement or replication.
Where possible, deteriorating
and decorative ornamental
details should be repaired, main-
tained and replicated. Early
repair and maintenance avoids
costly replication and reconstruc-
tion at a later date.

Building materials and architec-
tural details for renovations and
addidons should preferably
match the original building. If
this is not feasible, new
materials/details should be
similar or complimentary in ap-
pearance, texture, colour and
detail. When new cornponents
are added to an existing build-
ing, these components should
replicate the design features of
the original building.

3.14

Openings

« The replacement of windows
should comply with: the shape
and size of the original opening.

o Whenever possible, the original
configuration of the muntins and
glazing bars should be replicated
in replacement windows.

Compatibility

« New construction, as part of
either additions or redevelop-
ment projects, should align with
adjacent building setbacks and
compliment the scale, propor-
tion, massing, rhythm and
heights established by the exist-
ing, attached or adjacent build-
ing.

« The repetition of elements such
as windows and columns should
be maintained in any addition or
redevelopment project but a
plainer treatment is in order
where a dominant feature, such
as portico, is used.

Following is a list of all elements
that typify classical building
forms and the landmark buildings
that surround the Square, These
same aspects should be addressed
in the design of any renovation to
buildings in the Square or any new
infill project.



i Specific Policies

Classical buildings such as the
Bell Building, the Carnegie
Library, and the Provincial Court-
house Building are:

» Formal, stately and monumental
with a strong axial symmetry.

« Classical proportions and
balance between elements.

« Centralized entrance forms a
focal point.

« Building components are strong-
ly emphasized ie., base, body
and cap.

« The combination of special
roofscape can add interest to the
streetscape. Building caps
should be distinctively roofscape
similar in definition to those ex-
isting within the Square.

+ Building edges should be em-

phasized through the use of such -

elements as quoining, columns
and pilasters.

« Awell articulated or identified
ground floor, frequently taller in
height either actually or physical-
ly should be conveyed.

2.135

« The building dominates the
landscape rather than vice versa.

« Landscaping is formal and rein-
forces the entrance as a focal
point.

« An expression of structure as
part of the exterior building
design (in reality or visually)
through the use of elements
such as columns, colonnades and
arches or by design, ie, where
openings or voids and interven-
ing walls or solids are aligned
and upper floors appear to be
sufficiently supported, at least -
visually by the lower storey.

o Three dimensional quality of the
facade, all of the architectural
elements should be expressed in
detail on the building "skin"
through colour or material chan-
ges as well as through changes in
texture and depth.



Specific Policies

» The approach to building design
is extremely important; frequent-
ly, height was used to create a
grand entry by an exterior flight
of steps (less appropriate in a
modern context for achieving
ease of access for all citizens).

« Building should visually appear
to have a quality of promipence
through:

8.1%

a} durable and hard materials
b) richness and guality of materials

¢) proporzion of mass at ths
building base

d) the appearance of structural
soundness and apparent thick-
ness of siructure.




The classical form is
displayed in the repetition of
windows and in the grand
entrance with columns and
portico. This building
represents a fine exarnple of
the classical style and should
be considered with any
redevelopment that might
occur in Victoria Park Square.
The symmetrical facade has a
grand formal entrance.

This building represents the
neo-classical style in a
modern form. The repetition
of building elements present is
in the design (ie. windows and
columns). The grand entrance
mimics the Public Library.
Any renovation, retrofit or
redevelopment could borrow
elements fromn these two fine
buildings.

Examples of buildings can be
found outside Brantford, in
Southem Ontario and in the
United States. The adjacent
sketches iliustrate altemate
means of achieving classical
goals of balance, symmetry,
proportion and scale. In
addition, they employ
classical elements such as
columns, colonnades and
pediments.

Illustrative Examples

8.17

—

both halves of the building are
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Emory University Hospital,

"American Classicist," E.M.,

Dowling, 1983, p. 186,

barh halves of the building are
matchingfidentical

.n y
;\'1

|'r

,.',

Iimi“hfi‘i

|l|| i

Palazzo Canossa, "American
Classicist”, E.M. Dowling, 1983,
p. 83
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t Illustrative Examples

Toronto Dominion Bank ' classical horizontal building proportions
cornice (cap)

The following skeiches
illustrate exampies of —— repetifive windows
appropriate designs which
might enhance the edsing
situation if renovaiion/
replacement is a
consideration. If the
aforementioned is considered,
it s recommended that the
foowrint of the building
remain the same but that one
ar two storeys be added to the
main floor. This would resuit
in a height increase at this
comer. Replacement and
renovation of the main
entrance would make it more
prominent and would help (o
establish a focus to the
building through a sense of
stability and greater monu-
mentality. The use of
materials on the building
should bé compatible with
materials already edsting on
buildings within the Square.

_| repetitive:
windows

distinctive feature window and
detail to identify entrance

;

f

i 11}

S
[T 1]

LBt

S articulated base

‘ i {rmore solid
Renovation Modern Infill and less void)
upper and lower floor .
ar ]
articuloted roof profile mﬁyﬁ;ﬁ:y di::f course
. -]

The inroduction of canopies
adds a new level of depth to
the butlding facade. The
combination of a heavy base
and projecting entrance further
enhances this three -
dimensional quality.

L visual dominant entrance

. utlizes broaflj surround grouping of wi:f-.dows as large
E0OVAtOD  gndto emphasize encry Modern Infill punched opening



The height and proportion of
the following buildings are
compatible with those already
existing in Victoria Park
Square. The following
Sketches illustrate how
classical elements
characteristic of the study area
can be interpreted in modem
designs to create a
harmonious relationship
between existing and new
buildings. The modem
sketches proposed have
simplified the design, but
maintain the symmetry and
Droportions established by the
original historical examples.
The grand entrance is an
important element in many of
the existing buildings and
Should be maintained
wherever possible.

special 3-dimensional
bay window

special window feature

—_— I _
| Ilustrative Examples
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The following four (4) pages dis-
play a series of renovation, retrofit
and redevelopment ideas that
should provide guidelines for any
future redevelopment.

windows form vertical and horizontal

impl mc.adem repetitive windows
s:m}? z . v facade delineation

articulated cornice

strong entrance with classical proportions

Modem Infill Modern Infill

.. bald comice
line

—1 strong Rorizontal

building details

floor delineation

1 =l entrance
13} | | A=) E@_ enthanced
i ? by feature

window

strong entrance integrated with a strong base - 5?;7"8 entrance and base with repetmve“
colurnns

Modem Infill Modern Infill
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Illustrative Examples

Convert 1o a venetian form or retum
to historical precedent with each

John Lind window having a segmented head,
the spandrel at the head fitted with
The adjacent sketch provides _ ,f a decorative fret.
comments as to what retum to window \
approach might be taken if . .
rfovadon rog the building is = - [ e o windows
considered. *W o : |
remove employ & ’
bracketed canopy ﬂ | ] ] .

_ if porch retaine:
Due 10 the extensive additions = |1 = | = ﬂ {f:zose baleon:
that have occurred to this r‘—j — created above -
building over the years, it is 4 ! | a railing _
recommended that no further { T L U , 1
renovarion occur. However, . (! :
elements that have been = /| = - il
altered should be returned to .
their original state or, as is the . /
case with the existing porches, remove awnings \ extend porches to connect at comer or
be altered to comply with the ' remove porches and replace front porch
eriginal design of the building. with smaller Italianate design typical of

John Lind Building the building type in Brantford

decrease height of portico
and use more modern
material, ie., metal tubing for

- remove brackets and
- simplify parapet.
The adjacent sketch ijlustrates .
a historical building in the . . e
classical stvle. The modem £
interpretation is a simpli-
fication of the historical

procedent maintaining the
same symmetry, thythm and
proportion. -
b3
: 1
5
grade-oriented for- . a ’ L/ o n
handicapped access simplified windows
Existing Building ' Modern Interpretation

(design example for an addition or
infill project)



Landscape/Open
Space

Specific Policies

Existing Conditions

« The City has currently under-
gone changes in the streetscape
of Victoria Park Square. These
changes have occurred with
regards to sweet paving and
lighting.

» There is no formal plan for fu-
ture alterations to Victoria Park
Square in terms of streetscaping.

» There is no formal plan for fu-
ture alterations to streetscaping
- within Victoria Park itself.

Analysis

« The landscaping link between
the Park and the surtonnding
area is very minimal. In order to
tie the entire area into one
cohesive unit, the strategy of ex-
panding the green nature of the
park into the surrounding area
should be used (Prime Issue
#4).

+ Greater open space and soft
landscape areas adjacent to Vic-
toria Park would provide an ex-
tension to the Park.

» A delineation between paving
materials exists only within Vic-
toria Park itself and could be en-
hanced through the introduction
of different paving materials,

Recommendations

o Over the long term, the current
lockstone/concrete paving
within the walkway system
should be upgraded to a more
aesthetcally pleasing, unique
paving pattern, using materials
such as granite setts or cobble
stones or clay paving brick. This
would add to the uniqueness of
the Victoria Square Heritage
Conservation District.

» A palette of streetscape furnish-
ings including benches, garbage
containers, light standards and
signage should be identified and
introduced throughout the Vic-
toria Park Square area through a
Streetscape Master Plan.

» Street tree planting, including
tree guards and utilizing hardy
species should be introduced for
both sides of Darling and Wel-
lington Streets, along with an ex-
tension of the pedestrian-scaled
lighting standards. Location of
trees is contingent on the loca-
tion of underground services to
be verified during the implemen-
tation phase of this study.
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| Tree Inventory

No. COMMON NAME BOTAMNICAL MNAME CALIPER (mm) QUALITY REMARKS

1 SUGAR MAPLE Acer saccharum | 75 00D | STREST TREE PLANTING

2 SUGAR MAPLE Acer sscchaum | 75 500D | STREST TREE PLANTING

3 SUGAR MAPLE Acer saccharum | 75 6000 | STREST TREE PLANTING

‘4 SUGAR MAPLE Acer sacchorum 75 GCOD | STREET TREZ PLANTING

3 SYCAMCRE MAPLE Acer pesudoplatenus 205 GOOD

& SYCAMORE MAPLE Acer pasudoplotanus ass GOQD

7 SYCAMORE MAPLE Acer pssudopiatenus 305 600D

8 SYCAMORE MAPLE Acar pssudoplatanus 305 600D

9 GINKO 130 EXCELLENT PLANTER SPECIMENS

16 GHKO | 150 EXCELLENT PLANTER SPECIMENS

1 GINKO | 180 EXCELLENT PLANTER SPECIMENS

12 GINKO 150 DACELLENT PLANTER SPECIMENS

13 SYCAMORE MAPLE Acer pasudeplatonus 2585 GOOD WITHSTANDING STRESS

14 SYGAMCRE MAPLE Acer pasudoplatanus | 255 G000 WITHSTANDING STRESS

15 SYCAMCRE MAPLE Acar pseudoplatanus | 305 GooD WITHSTANDING STRESS

16 SYCAMORE MAPLE Acer peudoplatanu | 305 60D WITHSTANDING STRESS

17 HONEY LOCUST Qodtsia triccanthea | 25-50 POOR NEWLY PLANTED, BRANCHES STRIPPED
18 HONEY LOCUST Gleditaia triocanthos 25—-50 POCR NEWLY PLANTED, BRANCHES STRIPPED
19 HOMEY LOCUST Gleditsin triacenthes 2550 POCR NEWLY PLANTED, BRANCHES STRIPPED
20 HONEY LOCUST Gleditaia triacanthos 25—50 POOR NEWLY PLANTED, BRANCHES STRIPPED
2 HONEY LOCUST Gleditsia triacanthos 25—50 POOR NEWLY PLANTED, BRANCHES STRIPPED
22 HONEY LOCUST Gisdltaio triacanthoa 25—50 POOR NEWLY PLANTED, BRANCHES STRIPPED
23 HONEY LOCUST Gleditsia triuganthes 25—50 POCR NEWLY PLANTED, BRANCHES STRIPPED
24 HONEY LOGUST Gleditsin trlacenthas 25-50 POOR KEWLY PLANTED, BRANGHES STRIPPED
25 RED MAPLE Ager rubrum 305 PCOR EXPERIENGNG STRESS DUE TO HORDING
26 HONEY LOCUST Gleditsia traconthes 25—50 POOR NEWLY PLANTED, BRANCHES $TRIPPED
7 HONEY LOCUST Gleditsig trigeanthos 25—50 POOR

23 HONEY LOCUST Gleditsia triccanthos 25—50 POOR

29 HONEY LOCUST Gleditsia triocanthos 25-50 POOR

30 HONEY LOCUST Gleditain irlacanthoa 2550 POOR

hy HONEY LOCUST Geditaia triacanthos | 25-50 POCR

32 HONEY LOGUST Gloditsia trigeanthos | 25-50 POOR

3 MAPLZ SUGAR Acer sgccharum 25 GCOD STRETT TRES PLANTING

34 WMAPLE SUGAR Acer saccharum 25 600D STREET TRES PLANTING

5 MAPLE SUGAR Acer snccharum 25 GOoD STREET TREE PLANTING

36 MAPLE SUGAR Acer gaccharum 25 GoOD STRETT TREEZ PLANTING

37 MAPLE SUGAR Acer saccharum | 305 POOR STRESSED OUT, DYING

38 SILYER MAPLE Acer soccharnum | 355 600D COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS

39 SILVER WAPLE Acer socchartum | 130 6oOD COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS

40 SILVER MAPLE Acer saccharinum | 510 6000 COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS

£ SILVER MAPLE Acer asccharinum | 305 GOOD COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS
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Tree Invento -
tory

Nag. COMMON NAME BOTANICAL NAME CALIPER (mm) QUALITY REMARKS

a3 SILVER MAPLE Acer soccharinum €10 EXCELLENT OLDER SPECES

84 CRIMSON KING MAPLE Acar pigtensides 25 60D NEWLY PLANTED

85 CRIMSON KING MAPLE Acer platencidas 25 Goan NEWLY PLANTED

86 BASSWOOD Tlia amerlcana I 75 cooD -

87 RED MAPLE Acer rubruen | 50 EXCELLENT NEWLY PLANTED

88 SUGAR MAPLE Acer saccharum | 300 EXCELLENT MIDDLE AGED

&9 WHITE ELM Uimue americang | 455 POOR DYING OF POLLUTION
90 | * -~ Rep wapLE Acer rubrum | 25 cooD -

H RED MAPLE Acer rubrum 50 GooD NEWLY PLANTED

92 RED MAPLE Ager rubrum 25 GO0D -

83 SUGAR MAPLE Acer sgccharum 455 EXCELLENT WIDDLE AGED

84 CRIMSON KING MAPLE Acer platanoides 25 GO0D NEWLY PLANTED

95 BLACK WALNUT Jugiane nigra 660 EXCELLENT -

96 WHITE SPRUCE Picea glauca 355 POOR INTGLERANT

§7 WILD CRABAPPLE Mdalus coromaria 203 POOR INTOLERANT

98 OSAGE—ORANGE Maclura pemifera 405 GOOD SHOWING STRESS

29 RED MAPLE Acer rubrum 50 [elals] NEWLY PLANTED
100 CATALPA Catalpa mp. 555 EXCELLENT SPECIMEN

il | CRIMSON KING MAPLE Acer piatencides 50 cooD NEWLY PLANTED
102 WHITE ELM Uimua omericana alel [e,0] NO SIGN OF STRESS
163 HORSE CHESTNUT Aeaculus hippaceatanum 7o GOCD TRINMED

104 BASSWOQD Tlia emarcana 75 GOOD ORIGINAL

105 CRIMSON KING MAPLE Acer plotancides %15 EXCELLENT . NEWLY PLANTED
106 SILVER MAPLE Ager sdgcchartnum 405 GOOD MIDDLE AGED

107 RED MAPLE Acer rubrum 50 GOOD NEWLY PLANTEL, STALKED
o8 RED MAPLE Acer rubrum 25 [ateln] HEWLY PLANTED
109 CATALPA Catalpa ap, 560 EXCELLENT NICELY FORMED CANOPY
110 CRIMSON KING MAPLE Acer plgtenciden 25 GOOD NEWLY PLANTED

m BLACK WALWUT Juglane nigra 405 GOOD INFESTATION

12 RED MAPLE Acer rubrum 50 [eloo] NEWLY PLANTED
13 [ -~ CATAWPA Catalpa sp. 610 600D TRIMMED

114 ~ RED MAPLE Acer rubrum . 305 GO0 NICELY FORMED CANOPY
13 RED MAPLE Acer rubrum 50 GOOD NEWLY PLANTED
116 SUGAR MAPLE Acer soccherym 610 GOOD GUY WIRES

17 WHITE ASH Froxinus americana 355 GOOD MIDDLE AGED, LIGHT FIXTURE ON TREE
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% Tree Inventory

824

.

Na, COMMON NAME BOTANICAL NAME CALPER (mm) QUALITY REMARKS

42 | SILVER MAPLE | Acer saccherinum 403 GOCo COURT HCUSE PLANTINGS
43 | SILVER WAPLE | Acer saccharinumn ass coa0 i COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS
a4 SILVER MAPLE |  Aeer saccherinum 150 GOQD i COURT HCUSE PLANTINGS
45 SILVER MAPLE Acer moccharinum | 710 EXCELLENT COURT HOUST PLANTINGS ‘E
pre SILVER MAFLE Acer saccharinum | 368 6oan COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS ;
47 SILVER MAPLE i Acer acccharinum l 455 GOoD | COURT HCUSE PLANTINGS
48 SILVER WAPLE Acer soccharinum | 200 GOCD | COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS
4 SILVER MAPLE Acer saccharinurn 760 EXCELLENT | CCURT HOUSE PLANTINGS
50 SILVER MAPLE Acer sacchortum 455 EXCELLENT COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS
Sl SILVER MAPLE Acer sgecharinum 255 GooD COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS
&2 SILVER WAFLE Acer sacchartnum 550 GOCD COURT HCUSE PLANTINGS
T3 SUGAR MAPLE Acar saccherum 580 FAIR OLDER STRELIT TREE PLANTING
54 WHITE ZLM Ulmua americana 510 DZAD AND OYING COURT HOUSE PLANTINGS
55 BLACK WAPLE Acer nlgrum 560 GOOD OLDER STRZET TRET PLANTING
36 BLACK MAFLE Acor nlgrum 560 GOOD | OLDER STREIT TREE PLANTING
57 BLACK WAPLE Acer nlgrum 560 GOCD ! OLDER STREZT TREE PLANTING
58 CRIMSON KING MAPLE Acer pictancides 50 FAIR SPECIMEN PLANTING, TOP TRIMMED
59 SUGAR MAPLE Acer saccharum 130 PQOR STRESSED

80 CRIMSON XING MARLE Acer platanoldes 200 Gooo SPECIMEN PLANTING

&1 BASSWOCD TEla americana 355 ZXCELLENT WELL MAINTAINED

B2 0SAGE—ORANGE Maclura pomifsra 150 EXCELLENT WELL FORMED CANDPY

63 SUGAR WAPLE Acer zaccharum 25 EXCELLENT NEWLY PLANTED

64 WHITE BLM Uimue amaericana 915 GooD EXHIRITING SIGNS OF STRESS, POLLUTIGN
83 SUGAR MAPLZ Acer saccharum 25 GCoOD NEWLY PLANTZD

56 HORSE CHESTHUT Aeacutus hippocastanum 455 (efelels} SPUT TRUNK

57 SUGAR MAFLE Acer sgeccharum 355 EX{CELLENT MIDOLE AGED

68 SILVER WAPLE Acer anccharinum 560 GQco OLDER SPECIMEN

&9 BLACK MAPLE Acer nigrum 200 EXCELLENT WELL FORMED CANOPY

70 WHITE SPRUCE Ficea glauca 300 FAR SHOWING SiGNS OF STRESS
Fal SILVER MAFLE Acer saccharfnum 860 GOoD FAIRLY QLD

72 CRIMSON KING MAPLE Acer platanaldea 130 XCELLENT NEWLY PLANTED

73 WILD CRABAPPLE Malue corencra 200 GOOD SPUT TRUNK

74 SUGAR MAPLE Acer sacchorum | 355 EXCELLENT MIDOLE AGED

75 SLVER MAPLE Acer saeshartnum | 130 SXCELLENT 15 YEARS OLD

76 SILVER MAPLE Acer saccharfnum | 25 POGR NEWLY PLANTED, VANDALIZED
77 SYCAMORE NAPLE Acer pseudoplaicnus | 700 00D OLDER SPECMEN

78 SUGAR MAPLE Acer agccharum 25 GooD NEWLY PLANTED

79 SUGAR WMAPLE Acer 3accharum 25 Go0D NEWLY PLANTED

80 |  BLAGK WALNUT Jugtena nigra 760 EXCELLENT ORIGINAL SPECIES
81| SUGAR WAPLE Acer agccharum 25 600D NEWLY #LANTED

g2 |  BLACk LocusT Robinio pasudoocacie 305 EXCELLENT MIDOLE AGED




- Specific Policies

Signage Policy

« Currently, the City of Brantford
has no formal by-law recogniz-
1ng a particular signage style
within Victoria Park Square,
other than those guidelines
which fall under Heritage Dis-
trict Designation {or specific
buildings.

Analysis

« Signage in the area is not consis-
tent. Itvaries from large back-
lit, illurninated signs of the
Toronto Dominion Bank and
the Canada Trust Building to
the non-illuminated sign on the
Zion United Church.

« Signage which indicates par-
ticular parking areas is virtually
non-existent,

Recommendations

« Private building signs should be
designed as an integral part of
the building facade to compli-
ment and enhance the building’s
appeararnce.

« In general, iluminated back-lit
plastic signs should not be en-
couraged, particularly on his-
toric, instimutional and religious
buildings.

« All buildings should be limited

to one Ipain identification sign
and a secondary identification
sign on one other elevation,with
no signage allowed above the
first floor level. The total per-
mitted area for both signs on
commercial buildings should not
exceed 7.0 m” or 75 sq.ft. in
total. The 1argesg sign should
not exceed 4.6 m”or 50 sq.it. In
the instance of instimxtional,
public and religious buildings,
the total permitted area for the
two building signs should not ex-
ceed 4.6 m~or 50sq.fi.and 2.3
m?or 25 sq.f1. maximum for the
largest. In some instances, sig-
nage on the building is inap-
propriate for the archirectural
style and design of the building
and should be discouraged.

A freestanding lawn sign should
be encouraged not 1o exceed

2 2,3 :
2.3.m” or 23 sq.ft. in total area.

The typography utilized in the
design of the sign should be
appropriate to the period of the
architecture.

Considerartion should be given
to plaquing all buildings in the
recommended Heritage Conser-
vaticn District and to inform
residents and visitors of the
study areas historic and architec-
tural significance.



j Specific Policies

» A signage program should be in-
itiated for the Downtown to
visually link the major amenities
with Victoria Park Square
through directional signage and
information kiosks.

» An educational program utiliz-
ing small permanent signs
should be considered for Vic-
toria Park to identify horticul-
turally the species of trees and
plants in the various floral dis-
plays and lawn areas.

e As part of an all encompassing
streetscape program, direction
on signage for public parking
should be iniriated.



Views and Vistas
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Specific Policies

Policy/Existing Conditions

o The Ciry of Brantford does rnot
currently have a formal tree
planting plar for Victoria Park
Square.

Analysis

o Over the years, existing trees
have been placed informally and
allowed to grow in such a man-
ner that they block a number of
existing views.

« The location of the Courthouse,
the City Hall and the Public
Library terminates views along
the formal axes of the park
layout. This could be further en-
hanced through a formal
landscaping layout,

827

Recommendations

» The proposed formalized plant-
ing pattern of the master plan
should be used 10 focus views
within the Square along the axis
of the Union Jack Plan.

« Street tree planting should be
used to focus views and vistas
along Darling and Wellington
Streets drawing artention to the
more monumental buildings
within the Square and linking
the park with the surrounding
area.

Views and vistas from Market
Street, which carries the most traf-
fic in the area, should be con-
sidered in the place
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Existing Tree Inventory

Schedule #1 illustrates in site plan
form, the existing trees within the
Victoria Park Square Study Area.
Each tree over twa inches caliper
was located, identified and as-
sessed in terms of quality and sig-
nificance.

The City of Brantford’s Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation is
maintaining a tree replacement
program, This is evident through
the significant number of recently
planted nursery stock within the
park itself and along Wellington
and George Streets, Of special
note is the number of semi-mature
specimen plantings which exist
within the Park itself, such as Lon-
don plane trees, gingkos, catalpa
and honey locusts.

Historically, more native species
such as sugar maple, horse
chestnut, black walnut and
American elm would have been
used. This is demonstrated by the
remaining mature species within
the park and on the courthouse
lawn. Howeuver, a few of the in-
dividual mature species such as
the elms, are exhibiting extreme
signs of stress due in part to the
ever increasing urban conditions
(ie., pollution, salt spray, local con-
struction, disease, etc.)



Streetscape Master
Plan Redevelopment
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Proposed Street Planting

Within the specific policy recom-
mendation of this Study, the major
objective of formalizing an on-
going park and street tree planting
program was recognized in order
to replace a few of the parks over-
mature and dying trees and to for-
malize the planting pattern of the

" master plan.

Schedule #2 illustrates the pattern
of new tree planting generally
desired within the Study area. Qb-
viously, the locations are ap-
proximate and should be adjusted
in accordance with existing
utilities, trees, planting beds and
light fixtures.

It is also recommended that native
species, conditional on their nurs-
ery availability, be preferred as re-
placement stock due to their .
historical precedent and hardiness.

For those trees intended within
the right-of-way and within Iock-
stone paving, it is recommended
that tree guards be provided in
order to prevent the trees from
being damaged by adjacent
pedestrian and vehicular traffic.



Specific Policies - Schedule 3

Streetscape Master J N J Tree Cuttiﬁg Program

NELSON
Plan Redevelopment . ~ — STREET

45  Silver maple

=

For illustrative purposes only,
Schedule #3 demonstrates the
removal, over approximately the
next 10 years, of those existing
trees which are dead or dying, ex-

49 -Silver maple | ]—— ~ hibiting stress, showing signs of
. . over-maturity, or are of an un-
64 - White elm J] L @ D e desirable specimen species.
103 - Horse chestnut ] E ﬁ_:: . . .
, | The increased outside diameter of
104 - Basswood : 1/ \c 1/ ) the conceptual tree canopy

116 - Sugar maple
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demonstrates the infilling of the
vegetation canopy, even through
selective thinning. This
demonstrates the notion that a few
additional trees will have to be
removed over the long-term in
order to increase the views and vis-
tas through Victoria Park Square
and to allow the new plantings to
establish themselves.

Although it is always seen publicly
as a "foolish program", the on-
going removal of dying and over-
mature trees and their
replacement with younger, hardier
species is an arboricultural neces-
sity to the long-term maintenance
of the landscape character of Vic-
toria Park Square.



Specific Policies - Schedule 5

Proposed Urban Design
STREET Elements

Streetscape Master
Plan Redevelopment

NELSON

» Formalization of curbside,
sidewalk and street crossin
paving. '

Based on an analysis of the exist-
ing conditions, environmentat and
social, Schedule #5 identifies in a
conceptual manner, the proposed
urban design elements which
should be considered over the
long term for the Victoria Park
Square study area. These recom-
mendations are derived from a
desire to maintain and enhance
the existing historical fabric of

LEGEND:

 Introduction of ad ditio-nal ;
mal planting beds within
Victoria Park.

1. Introduction of additional
green space in City Hall
Courtyard

2. Formalization of street

tree planting program « Preserve opportunities for

development of an interior
courtyard and pedestrian li;

3. Formalization of curbside,

sidewalk and street Victoria Park Square. behxpd the Bank of Montre
crossing paving. the time of a future develog
ment proposal.

The proposals also recognize that
the development of the Square is
an ongoing evolution that must
consider everyday use and main-
tenance requirements. '

4. Introduction of additional
fomal planting beds within
Vicioria FPark.

o Preserve opportunity for es
lishment of a mid-block
pedestrian link to the bus
terminal at the time of a fut
development proposal.

5. Opportunity for courtyard and
pedestrian link (future and long term)

As previously indicated, the follow-
ing proposed urban design ele-
ments must be considered within

6. Opportunity for mid-block pedestrian
link to bus terminal (future and long
ferm) '

« Elimination of the Courthot
parking area and reintroduc

+fHi+ .
7. Elimination of Courthouse ) I(*) 1) (é) | 2 a comprehensive Streetscape
parking area and reintroduction 2. . STREET Master Plan Program: ofa grassed and Iandscap ed
of grassed and landscaped DARLING . - o o .
ared Lr b « Introduction of additional green o F O(Smatll%zatlonloi']al.dlls?nctlv
- L ; : pedestrian-scaled highting
8. Formalization of distinctive L P )% space in the City Hall courtyard, program.
pedestrian-scaled lighting program, ) 1z | RRUE8% S —— . lization of
< L] » Formalization of a street tree- . . s
9. Replicate the library steps to (5] iili&es e . ] planting program. - l_lemtroductlon of tl_le origin
provide amphitheatre setting. T I 1 | (O library steps to provide an ar
, phitheatre setting.

" indicate exsting trees *
to be retained.

=
=T L




‘ Implementation

Based on Part V of the Heritage
Act, Sections 40 to 46, the follow-
ing actions must be undertaken:

1. The Municipality must apply
for approval of the by-law from
the Ontario Municipal Board
(O.M.B.) 14 days after it is
passed by Council.

2. 'The Municipality must inform
all affected persons as the
O.M.B. may direct. (The
by-law cannot come into effect
without approval of the Board;
in addition, no designated
property can be part of a
heritage conservation district.

3. The Municipality must inform
the Ontario Heritage
Foundation.

4. Prior to approving the by-law,
the O.M.B. shall hold a public
hearing for the purpose of
inquiring into the merits of the
application, and of receiving
any objections that may be
brought to the attention of the
Board.

5. The Board may approve the by-
law in whole or in part,

]

After the Heritage District by-law
has been approved and passed, no
building can be demolished,
removed or the external portions
altered without a permit issued by
the Municipality.

Anyone wishing to undertake any
of the above actions within the
Brantford Heritage District will be
required to make application to
the Municipality. Refer to the fol-
lowing chart, which outlines the
process.

An individual property owner, if
refused approval, will have the
right to appeal the decision of the
Heritage Committee to Council,
and if refused by Council, shall
have the right of appeal at the
O.M.B.

Where an application for a permit
to demolish or remove a building
or structure is refused, or the
Council fails to make a decision,
the applicant upon expiration of a
period of 180 days from date of
refusal without a satisfactory
resolution may proceed.

Hegative Declslon of
Herllage Commities
can ba eppealed to Cauncll

Applicsiion flled with
Planning Department

Clrculation of Malerlaha
Underiaken by Statt

Meeling of Herltaga
Review Commlttea

Applleant advised
of decislon by
Review Commlttee

L

Report ferwarded o
Coumneil

"Counctt approves of
rejecia Aepont

i

Bullding Psrmit ObtaTned

H necessary
Hegative Declslon of §
Counclicanbe Hetltage Conrnlites
appesled to OMB Inepocts project
. —I Flle Closed

Aeport lerwarded to
Plenning Depariient
for Hew Projects
snd major addilans requliring
Slts Plan Approval

RECOMMENDED PROCESS FOR HERITAGE APPROVAL
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Implementation

SECTION A"
e
1. Formation of Heritage District Council Summer of 1991 minimal after OMB approval
Review Commiltee " Heritage Committee
2. Prepare District Heritage Plan Planning Dept. Fall 1991
*(provision under Official Plan (within input from
including: (the Review Committee
: Community Improvement Policies '
development/resioration guidelines
: planning policies
: planned public improvements )
3. Incorporate District Plan as Council Fall/Winter minimal for City after action 2
part of Official Plan (optional) Ministry appro. 1991 2 days for Ministry
. for Municipality
4.  Undertake public improvements Council: Planning 1991 and variable; phased after action 3
within defined Heritage Dept.; Engineering ongoing capital requirements
Conservation District to Department
Streetscape and Victoria Park
5. Develop promotional and educational Brantford Heritage 1991 variable; some after action 4
materials, e.g. Committee and ongoing for printing, signage
: walking tours signage, etc.
: pamphlet
: signs and plaques
: talks and seminars
6. Encourage private owner Brantford Heritage ongoing minimal after OMB approval
improvements, ie., facades, Committee
handicapped access, parking lots, Council

landscaping, etc.
: public praise of good examples

Heritage Comm. (if
appropriate, requires by-law)

* based upon the recommendations contained in this report.




l Implementation

The success of this Study will be in
its implementation.

This Study has been prepared for
the City of Brantford and it is
primarily the City’s task to receive
and adopt it.

‘We have prepared an Implementa-
tion Plan for the City of Brantiord
to establish a Heritage Conserva-
tion District. The approachis
based upon that outlined in
Ontario’s Heritage Conservation
District Guidelines (Ontario Mini-
stry of Culture and Communica-
tions, 1989). An outline of the
process is included; however, the
Planning Department Staff and
Council should refer to this docu-
ment for more detailed guidance
as to the implementation proce-
dure which we have outlined.

The first step in the implementa-
tion is commitment. We recom-
mend that the Study be adopted as
policy of the City of Brantiord.

The implementation of the recom-
mendations will increase
municipal responsibilities. Addi-
tional costs will be incurred for
Victoria-Park Square and the ex-

tension of the strestscape program.

The City of Brantford shall inform
the public and use the study as a
basis for designation.

9.0

If designation is approved, there
will be a number of activiries re-
quired on the part of Council, the
Planning Department, and other
established organizations.

A Heritage District Review Com-
mittee will need to be formed to
review new development
proposals within the area

and to assist and advise i the
processing of various grant applica-
tions. For example, this Commit-
tee could be composed of 2
representatives from Council, 2
property owners, and a repre-
sentative of the Heritage Commit-
tee. It would need to meet only on
an "as required” basis to review
specific applications.

Victoria Park Square has besn
referred to in the Brantford
Tourism Study. Upgrading of
Victoria Park Square supports the
recommendations of this Study
and will add to the revitalization of
the Downtown Core.

The City of Brantford has within
its Official Plan provisions with
respect to designation of Heritage
Conservation Distriets. Council
has established, and has in opera-
tion, an Advisory Committee, the
Brantford Heritage Commiitee.



{ Implementation

The Bramtford Heritage Commit-
tee has been very active in the
identification and preservation of
structures of architectural or his-
torical interest in the community.
This effort in Brantford’s Victoria
Park Square is critical in maintain-
ing the best of the remaining struc-
tures as part of the future rabric of
the area.

Of particular concern to the
recommendations of the Study is
the preservation of the existing,
fine, heritage structures in Vic-
toria Park Square. '

Prior to passing any By-Law desig-
nating a Heritage District, Council
must consult with the Braniford
Heritage Committee and its
Heritage Review Subcommittee,
to examine the area and determine
if it mests the criteria established
within the Municipaliry’s Official
Plan. This Study shall form the
basis of the assessment. If Council
agrees with the findings of this
Study and the recommendations of
the Brantford Heritage Cormmit-
tee, the City of Brantford may pass
a by-law to designate Victoria
Park Square as a Heritage District.

Y.l

This Implementation Plan should
be regarded as a general
framework only, whers the timing
and sequence of actions is
proposed as a guide. For example,
it Is quite possible that OMB ap-
proval may take longer than an-
ticipated, thus delaying the entire
schedule, Also, unforasesn events
(such as the sudden emergence of
significant and vocal opposition to
the concept of designation) may
arise that also must be dealt with
on an "ad hoc" basis. This plan,
then, reflects a general sequence
of events and realistic timing, as-
suming such unforeseen contingen-
cies do not arise.

The following charzs outline this
Implementation Plan in some
detail. Each recommended action
is detailed in terms of:

1. responsibility for the action;

. timing of the action;

A

U

. resources required (human,
financial);

N

. contingencies (i.e., activities that
nesd to occur befors the action
can be undertaken).






