


Unlocking Regional Growth: Post-Secondary
Institutions

As a growing centre of education, our community recognizes the value of learning and growing.
Brantford is proud to welcome three outstanding post-secondary institutions providing a wide range
of academic and training opportunities. They include, Conestoga College, Six Nations Polytechnic and
Wilfrid Laurier University.

There are also 17 Universities (including specialty University Colleges) located within 125 km (80 mi)
of Brantford. A total of 399,080 students studied at these universities, including 301,000 full-time
undergraduate and 41,080 full-time graduate students.

There are also 9 colleges located within 125 km (80 mi) of Brantford. Over 170,091 students studied

at these colleges in a total of 1,294 active programs. Of course, these programs could be significantly
expanded through the addition of GO Transit services in our community. Letters of support from
Wilfrid Laurier University, Six Nations Polytechnic and Conestoga College are attached as Appendix A.




Table 14: Major universities within 125 km (80 mi) of Brantford

University Campus km | miles *All Full Time | Full Time
Location Students | Undergrads | Graduate
Brock University St.Catharines 50 30 19,620 15,600 2,300
McMaster University Hamilton 35 20 37,330 30,400 1,300
OCAD University Toronto 100 60 4,990 4,200 480
Toronto Metropolitan Uni- Toronto 100 60 47870 30,600 14,300
versity
University of Guelph Guelph 55 35 31,180 24,400 3,600
University of Toronto Toronto 100 60 97400 69,400 6,400
University of Waterloo Waterloo 55 35 42,200 34,700 1,300
Western University London 100 60 43190 34,000 2100
(excludes colleges)
Wilfrid Laurier Waterloo 55 35 22,500 16,700 3,600
University
York University Toronto 115 70 52,800 41,000 5,700
TOTAL * 399,080 301,000 41,080

Source: Universities Canada, 2022 * Includes part time students. * Specialty university colleges reported are included in larger

campus totals.

Table 15: Colleges within 125 km (80 mi) of Brantford

College Campus km | miles Total First **Active
Location Full-Time | Language | p .o ams
Students | Not English
Centennial College Toronto 125 80 17172 66.6% 149
Conestoga College * Brantford, Kitchener 35 20 22,532 60.6% 153
Fanshaw College London, Woodstock, 50 30 17,410 33.7% 162
Simcoe
George Brown College Toronto 100 60 18,241 37.0% 131
Humber College * Toronto 110 70 23,962 28.8% 175
La Cité Collégiale Toronto 105 65 4767 95.8% 72
Mohawk College Hamilton 35 20 1,875 25.3% 96
Niagara College Welland, 90 55 9,109 99.7% 98
Niagara-On-The-Lake
Seneca College * Toronto 120 75 28,428 82.7% 146
Sheridan College * Oakville, Brampton 65 40 17,405 377% 12
TOTAL 170,091 1,294

Source: Province of Ontario, 2022. * Designated as an Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning. ** Programs reported with
active students




Unlocking Regional Growth: Tourism Growth

Tourism
In 2022, Brantford’s local attractions and events resulted in:

1. 15,000 attending meetings and conventions

2. $2.5M spent on hotel rooms

3. 81 Motor Coaches and 3,500 visitors

4. 10,000 attending sport tourism events

5. 53,215 attending events at the Sanderson Centre

The City of Brantford offers incredible natural features and green spaces coupled with access to
fantastic facilities opens the door to healthy benefits for all our residents. Whether soloing it on the
trails or participating in organized sport, opportunities to be active abound in Brantford. Consider just
a few of the amazing options in our community.

Discover our arts and culture scene

Rooted in the past, our arts and culture environment continues to evolve and expand in step with

the growth of the community. We have an array of performing, literary and visual arts organizations;
multicultural groups; libraries; museums, galleries and historic sites; artists and artisans; and the historic
Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts.




Retail, food and

drink establishments

Our community’s cultural
fabric is accentuated with
several outstanding retail,
food and drink
establishments.

Brantford Bulldogs OHL Team

Earlier this year, the Bulldogs OHL Team announced that they would be
relocating to Brantford for three seasons, perhaps more, while their home
arena in Hamilton is being renovated. During this time, more than 100
Brantford Bulldogs regular-season home games are expected to draw
nearly 300,000 fans from Brantford and Hamilton and beyond.

Brantford Needs GO Rail!

The extension of GO Rail service to Brantford will positively impact all residents of the City of
Brantford, the County of Brant, and Six Nations of the Grand River. It promises to elevate the overall
quality of life for all citizens, even those who may not directly use the service. This expansion will
bring about a remarkable improvement by alleviating traffic congestion and shortening travel times
for everyone, regardless of whether they personally make use of the rail service.

BULLDOGS

This option provides GO users who currently commute by car to Hamilton or Aldershot with the chance
to switch to a nearby station, thereby transitioning from driving to taking the train. This shift not only
alleviates the stress of driving but also enhances the reliability of their daily commute.

As one of Ontario’s rapidly growing communities on track to surpass the province’s mandated housing
intensification goals, the extension of the GO Train into Brantford is entirely logical. The Federal and
Provincial Governments’ substantial investments in the automotive industry in the southwestern part
of the province means that the decision to extend commuter rail connectivity will reinforce and help
ensure the success of these substantial investments. The investment in commuter rail will add to our
collective efforts to strategically nurture sustained growth.

The extension of GO Rail service to Brantford presents a transformative opportunity for the entire
region. It promises to elevate the quality of life for residents of Brantford, neighboring communities
such as the County of Brant and Six Nations of the Grand River, and even those who may not directly
use the service. Furthermore, it aligns perfectly with Brantford’s growth trajectory, making it a sensible
and forward-thinking choice for the betterment of the entire community. As we look to the future,
extending GO Train service to Brantford is not only practical but also essential for promoting
sustainable development, economic prosperity, and an improved quality of life for all.




Appendices

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
BRANTFORD » BRANT

September 26,2023

Hon. Prabmeet Singh Sarkaria
Minister of Transportation
Ministry of Transportation

5th Floor

777 Bay Street

Toronto, ON M7A 1Z8

Re: Letter of Support - GO Train Service for the City of Brantford
Dear Minister Sarkaria,

The Chamber of Commerce Brantford-Brant wishes to express our strong support for the initiative led by
MPP Will Bouma and Mayor Kevin Davis to secure GO Train service to our community. We recognize the
immense impact that commuter rail service can have on a community, and we are proud to be champions
of this critical element of transit, which serves as a key driver of economic activity in our region.

As one of the leading communities in meeting the provincial government's housing growth targets, we
acknowledge the intrinsic need to service a growing population with increased access to transportation
infrastructure and mass transit options. The province's own legislation and intensification targets
emphasize the need to improve housing density surrounding Major Transit Station Areas (MTSAs). We
believe that extending GO Train service to our community is a desirable and necessary step to meet these
goals and foster sustainable growth.

In addition to being consistent with the province’s own planning and housing acts, there are many
additional points to consider as we advocate for this vital extension of commuter rail services:

Economic Benefits: Commuter rail service is a proven catalyst for economic development. By extending
GO Train service to Brantford, we can attract businesses and investments to our community, creating jobs
and enhancing the overall prosperity of the region.

Reduced Congestion: With more residents opting for public transportation, we can significantly reduce
traffic congestion on our highways and roads. This will lead to shorter commutes, less stress for our
citizens, and a more efficient transportation network.

Environmental Impact: Expanding commuter rail services aligns with the provincial commitment to
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Commuters choosing rail over personal vehicles will contribute to a
greener and more sustainable future for our community.

Connectivity: The extension of GO Train service will provide more robust connections for residents and
businesses alike. This will foster greater interaction between our community and neighboring regions,
encouraging tourism, trade, and collaboration.

77 Charlotte Street, Brantford, ON N3T 2W8
oD 519.753.2617 chamber@brcc.ca  www.brantfordbrantchamber.com
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Quality of Life: Access to reliable and convenient public transportation enhances the quality of life for our
residents. It allows for greater mobility, promotes inclusivity, and provides access to education, healthcare,
and cultural opportunities.

Transportation and transit improvements have always heralded great growth and prosperity for the entire
community, beginning with access to the Grand River, introduction of canals and access to international
ports of entry, to the construction of the 403 in connecting our provincially significant employment zones
to the rest of the province.

We are committed to working closely with the city, the provincial government, and other stakeholders to
ensure the successful implementation of this project. Together, we can create a thriving, sustainable, and
well-connected community that benefits residents, businesses, and future generations.

Sincerely,
Paul Bisanti David Prang
President CEO

Chamber of Commerce Brantford-Brant

77 Charlotte Street, Brantford, ON N3T 2W8
353'5’5:333A 519.753.2617 chamber@brcc.ca  www.brantfordbrantchamber.com
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LAURIER

\ Office of the Senior Executive Officer
Insplrlng leeS.’ BRANTFORD | Waterloo | Kitchener | Toronto

October 4, 2023
Dear Minister Sarkaria,

Wilfrid Laurier University is pleased to provide this letter in support of the City of Brantford’s
efforts to bring a much-needed GO Train stop to the Brantford-Brant community. Enhancing the
existing Via Rail Station in Brantford — located a short five-minute walk from our campus — by
adding a GO Train stop would provide a logical, invaluable, and sustainable enhancement to
public transit, and greatly expand access to higher learning and employment opportunities across
the GO Transit corridor.

Since its establishment in 1999, Laurier’s Brantford campus has grown to nearly 3,000 students,
including full-time and part-time undergraduate and graduate students, and international
students from over 25 countries of origin who attend our partner institution, Wilfrid Laurier
International College. Many students rely on public transit to get to and from campus daily, and
the need for better, more frequent transit is often cited by current and prospective students.
Further, enhanced transit would greatly expand co-op and other workplace learning
opportunities for students in programs like Business Technology Management, User Experience
Design, Education, and Social Work, providing mutual benefit for students and for employers in
these high-demand fields.

Laurier’s Brantford campus provides high-quality jobs for 327 employees. The lack of efficient
public transit in and out of the community is an issue cited by existing employees. It can also
pose a barrier for some qualified candidates who would otherwise wish to work with us in
Brantford-Brant, particularly those we are working to attract from other communities who are
accustomed to greater levels of public transit service.

As an institution, Laurier prizes its commitment to sustainability, and is proud to have been
named one of Canada’s Greenest Employers for the last five consecutive years. Many of our
students, faculty, and staff take seriously this commitment to sustainability and greener choices
and would use public transit more frequently if convenient options like the GO Train were
available locally.

Laurier students, staff and faculty have a great impact on the local community, partnering with
over 300 community organizations, and injecting $16.7 million per year in student spending
directly into the local economy. The university has a formal strategy in place to increase this
impact by growing the Brantford campus to 5,000 students in the next five years. Enhanced
public transit will be necessary if we to are achieve this goal and further amplify our positive
social, cultural, and economic impact in the community.

73 George Street, Brantford, Ontario, Canada N3T 2Y3 T 519.756.8228 F 519.759.7207 wlu.ca WILFRID LAU RIER UNIVERSITY




The City of Brantford is actively working to create an entertainment district within our campus
footprint. These efforts include the arrival of OHL (Ontario Hockey League) team the Brantford
Bulldogs, enhanced promotion of the existing Sanderson Centre for the Performing Arts, and a
proposed new venue, the Community Cultural Hub, which would be located on our campus. The
Community Cultural Hub has received a funding commitment from the City of Brantford, and will
include a 250-seat live performance space, a repertory cinema, and a gallery. Key to fulfilling the
city’s vision of a downtown entertainment district will be the necessary transit infrastructure to
bring fans and audiences to the core with reliable, efficient, and affordable public transit options,
including the GO train.

The City of Brantford has been identified as an urban growth centre, with its population
projected to grow nearly 60% by 2051. Wilfrid Laurier University is proud to be an anchor
institution in this growing, vibrant community. Enhancing public transit infrastructure now will
ensure that Brantford’s growth is done in a way that connects Ontarians with the education,
experiences, and employment opportunities they need to make the local community and the
province a thriving place to live, study, work, and play.

Sincerely,

EET\ AN

Beth Gurney
Interim Senior Executive Officer, Brantford Campus and
Director, Communications & Community Engagement




~
A

CONESTOGA

Connect Life and Learning

Conestoga College Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning
299 Doon Valley Drive, Kitchener, ON N2G 4M4 Canada, 519-748-5220, www.conestogac.on.ca

September 28, 2023

Sasha Hill Smith

Manager of Government Relations & Corporate Initiatives
Office of the Mayor & CAO

City of Brantford

58 Dalhousie Street, Brantford, Ontario

N3T 2J2

Dear Ms. Hill Smith,

I am writing on behalf of Conestoga College to express our support for the proposed GO Transit
expansion in Brantford. We commend the city for taking the initiative to move this project forward
and believe it aligns with the college's commitment to fostering access to education, sustainability
and community engagement.

At Conestoga, we understand the positive impact access to public transportation systems can have
on our students and community members. The proposal to bring a GO Transit train stop to Brantford
will provide several benefits for the college.

Potential increase in enrolment for Conestoga Brantford: A primary benefit of introducing GO
Transit to Brantford is the potential to provide programming to a broader range of students. With
convenient access to public transportation connecting Brantford to Hamilton and the Greater
Toronto Area, prospective students from these areas will be more inclined to consider Conestoga as
their institution of choice. Increased enrolment will contribute to the growth and vitality of our
campus and stimulate the local economy.

Environmental impact and accessibility: By providing accessible and timely transportation options
for students and community members, we can reduce the carbon footprint associated with
commuting which aligns with Conestoga’s sustainability initiatives and demonstrates our
commitment to responsible environmental stewardship. Improved transportation options will make
it easier for students to attend classes in person, promoting a sense of community engagement.

Expanded programming opportunities: The introduction of a GO Transit train stop in Brantford will
offer the potential to increase our enrolment and expand programming opportunities. Expanded
programming will address the growing demand for career-ready graduates with the skills and
knowledge to serve the workforce needs of the community. Access to transportation may also offer
additional work-integrated learning and co-op opportunities for students.




Timelier mode of transportation: The availability of reliable, timelier transportation options can
make a difference in the academic success of our students. The proposed GO Transit expansion will
provide students with a faster and more efficient way to attend their classes in person. This not only
supports their academic journey, but also promotes a sense of belonging to our campus community.

Conestoga has been growing its footprint in Brantford over the last 12 years through the introduction
of new programming, an investment in additional buildings and a commitment to providing student
housing. The introduction of a GO Transit train stop in Brantford supports our growth in the city and
has the potential to be a transformative development for Conestoga and the broader community.

We endorse the initiative and look forward to working collaboratively with the City of Brantford to
make it a reality.

Sincerely,

P

John Tibbits
President
Conestoga College Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning




WI LL B 0 U M A Queen’s Park Office Constituency Office
111 Wellesley St. West 96 Nelson Street, Unit 101
MPP - Brantford—Brant Main Legislative Building, Room 269 Brantford, ON N3T 2X1
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1AS @ 519-759-0361
§ 416-325-0169 & 519-759-6439

& will.bouma@pc.ola.org

November 3, 2023

Mayor Kevin Davis
City of Brantford
58 Dalhousie Street,

Brantford, ON N3T 2J2

LU~
w/u_wmp,

Please accept this letter as an expression of my unreserved support for Brantford-Brant GO Train
service to and from Union Station in Toronto.

Our community is growing by leaps and bounds, both by organic growth and an influx of
immigrants from outside of Canada. Both are welcome and needed to sustain Ontario’s growth
targets and enrich our community both culturally and economically. As such, as our
government is laser-focused on building 1.5 million homes while being good stewards of
Ontario’s environment. Permanent GO Train service in Brantford would certainly advance these
goals, by providing a cost-effective transportation alternative to Toronto, Peel, Halton and York
Regions for an ever growing workforce. Not only will this proposed Brantford GO Train service
be convenient for commuters, but also will remove thousands of automobiles from the region’s
highways — easing congestion as well as reducing pollution levels.

Please add my name to the top of the list of supporters for this project and | wish the City of
Brantford all the best in this endeavour.

Sincerely,

Dr. Will Bouma,

MPP Brantford-Brant.

WRB/mn
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